woe "Plated Sith, "= 

_ to confider the chige. 

. concern her © , 
70 leaſt in ths ber Day: : = 


- Was, 52's 


0M ->, 
"& et and Serious Word of faihſe caged (he chudesf 
People of God ( primar oſe) in Aa(ſac ology 
- muſingly to Ponder, La bethiak themſelves, what Sn 


and will certataly be the ſad Ifſve, of ſundry unchciſtian and c oth 


© wayes, which _ too — eurning aſide unto, if per r v1 
anggone v0 in,,. '"R 3 by 
OETR > +.:Pclivered in a Sermon Preached at Boſlon i io New-Englandy, 
2 =Y May. 7. 1673. . being the Day of Eje&@jon there, 


"By Orian Oakes Paſtor of & Lad Chorch of Chriſt in C 


\ Mic. 6. 4. O my People what have 1 done nts thee, and where ti 
 Tmerdther? tſifeagaing me. To {erg hr apon Jo 
| , and redeemed thee out of t + of ſervants, and 1 ſent beforethes *- ;; 
Motes Aaron and Miriam. ſeo cha Yr rue 
+ Deut. 28: 58: 59. i tha wit aſe tecballohomerde AR -” 
' that are written in this Book,, that thou mayeſt fear this glorious and Jeaxfull 

* ' Nametbe Lord thy Gd. Then the Loy wilmckerdy Pla 
. ful, and the Plagues of thy ſeed ; even great Plagucs, and of lng 6 

ancey and ſore fekpeſſs, "GC. 5 
Ezck. 18.30. Ke  __ and Seve from all [your nagſims o mig 

ſoall tios be your ruin 
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Chrichan Reader, 


2 F all Humane Sccieties on Ea: th, That which 11 Coyifiurete 
called Heaven, Kev. 4,1,2, Cop. 12,1, z,7. viz, the Church 
) - of God, and above all, that par: of 3: which 13 moſt ſ«ch, upcr: 
IA the account of higheſt Reformation; hath greattſt cauſe to 
ſerve the Lord with Fear, and rejoyce with Trembling : to Fear the Lord”? 
and his googdne{s, to Dread his jealouſie and Juſtice, ard to walk hum-,” F 
bly with her God. Height of dignity, Nearnels cf relation, and Choiceneſs * 
of precious Priviledges, if not impruved ar effeF;zai Obligations and 1n-' * 
citements to duty , will prove ſoreft ag gravations cf ſin,'and provocations + * 
of wrath : Solomons Apoſtacie to Idol atry, i Xing. 11.9. was more thina 
ſmgle ſin, becauſe againſt that God who had twice appeared $0 him, ' 
Amo 3.2. You only have I known of all the families of the earth, there- ; 
fore I will puniſh you for all your iniquities, No provokitics are com- * 
parable with thoſe of Sons and Davghters, D:ut. 3 2. 19. nov is there any | 
fali !:ke that of Jeruſalem: in tbe day of the Lords fierce anger, ſhee 
can:e down wonderfully, becauſe ſhe had finned grievoufly, Lam. 1.8; ge. * 
The Immutable God, (with whom there is not found ſo much as a fMa-, 
dow of change) is the ſame: he ever was infivitely Holy to bate, Juſt * 
and Powerſull, to puniſh all proxd and impenitent Apoſtates : Who . 
ever hardned himlſclf againſt him and proſpered? Iob g. 4 - 1. -_ 
Are not the many ſevere threatnings recorded in Scripture ( firfly” 
breathed out againſt this and the other Church) and the dreadfull ac- 
compliſhment of them, unto the ruine and perdition of ſo many ( ſomettmes) . 
famous Societies; mtended to bold forth wſtrufion to ſucceeding genera | 
tions to the worlds end? the truth of the affirmative ſee anqueſiicnatly pF 
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LOT To-the Reader. : 
** proved from Rev. 3.7;17. Cap. 3.22. 1 Cor. 10.6--12. Rom. 11.20,21. 
I TE ow whom the _ F the world are come; baye more places 
- then Shiloh (Jer.7. 12.) to goto : where « Jeruſalem, what's become of 
Epheſus,,. end: otber the ( ſometimes) ſo renowned golden Candleſticks ? 
Is not Bethel become Beth aven, and the valley of Viſion, turn:d into 4 
valley of the ſhadow of Death? Shall we ink our ſelves altogetber 
; ancoxcerned in what befell them: and conclude there are no treaſures of 
wo pre caution, and prudent prevention, to be raked up out of the aſp:s 
I tbeir ruines? ought not a'l people to hear and fear when: malefactors 
are bung up in chains, Duut. 17. 12,13. ſee Pr0:24.36---33. How cheap 
. # underjland ng effcredtotboſe, who are advantaged to purchaſe ani pro- 
* Cure it wholly at the cofb of others? Let nor the many pillars of Sale, 
. which ſtand ſo thick, in the way. of the defedFions of. a back ſliding people," 
E be beedleſly paſſed by, without ouce. obſerving and confidexing, what they « 
© bave from- God.to acquaint us with:: Wh-u the dead are not dumb, Jet 
#ot tbe living be deafe, b4: bear ani lay it to ther hearts: © that we. 
© were wiſe that we. underſtood this, that we wou'd conſider our latter 
end. To dire berein, and preſs bereto, was the Pious deſign of the + 
yerend. Author of this. Treatiſe, in, the day. wiereon be was (alled to 
ith tt, a1 a. mefſege from God, to 2 great aud bonourable Aſſembly 
cople. - Fbe. only impreſſion them. in hu _beart. to deſire» and pray-- 
5 That, #ufon the ſpirits, of all bumble bearers of , and tremblers- 


x _ 
1-7 uns * p 


ur the word of God preſent: but by the concurrent and- imnortunate in- 
ares es .of very. may his Bretbren. ia the Miniſtry, preſſing it. as. 4. 
yEogbt Mean, of glorifying Go4, and furtheriog the beſs good of vis* 
 aaleay people in this Country z be bath bzen. at laſt prevailed with, to- 
Toru; it to paſs through, phe preſs, into the bands of. ſuch as defire to. 
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eraſe and mak; a phent improvemeet of it. 


= * Amongſt the mauy tbings,. which ( as ta the decaying (and. almoſK 
& Shine flats of this poor Country) are of 4 very ſulemy ſenification, and: 
rawfud im;ort ; there, are ſome that 11 a, valey. of  Confternation,, . ſeems: 
£80 bold opcri a Door of hope; we ſoak, taiy the liberty to mention two: 


p oh 7 
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E Phy The number, and that ( we hope ) conſiderable,” of mourning ; 
; Fairhif 7, belizving, praying Souls, theſe how ever over-looked, and: 
ppted down.up>n with {corg enough, ;Cand Poſſibly accounted: the 


7 Jooubilers of our Yiu: by the 'vntey F817: (as they are called 2 Tim 
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T5 the Reader. * oY 
7.2.) men in their own conceits, of a higher EleyMion av# Freine of. pes. 
profeſſion then others; are yet upon a true account the -7rchne 'and> © 
Boaz., Pillars and Strength of our Temple-buildings , the © Salt of our” 
Land, and the Chariots and Horſemen of ory Ffrael. ' Unto the fever | 
thouſand who (in the dayes of Elijah ) had not bowed to Baal, and lay + 
(like the foundation of ſome ſtructure ) hidden and unſeen, did that 
\poſtate people owe their not being utterly Ceſtroyed; they were the 
Braces, which held together the ſhaking parts, of that ; almoſt) rotten 
building, when beſide their own fins, they had againſt them the pray- 
ers. of ſo great a Prophet, who upon his knees bad wrought won- 2 
ders. © * = | 
O pray that the vunver and 7races of ſuch ſupporting Pillars may 
be more and re increaſsr, unto a lengtining out of our Tranquility. -- 
The $«cond 1s, That a Spi-it of Z:al for, and Faithfullneſs to the 
glory of the bleſſed Ged, and the beſt gocd of his dear people, hath 
not hitherto (through grace } failed from- thoke whom our -glorious Lord 
and Saviour hath been pleaſed to fend forth and make uſe of as his 
mouth and meſſengers to his peor ſaints and ſervants wildering 1a 
theſe American deſarts; Have they not been heard crying aloud, and 
lifting up their voice like & trumpet, ſhewing Gods pevple their tra: ſ- 
greſſicn and the bouſe of Iacub their ſins? have they not ( in the feare of the 
Loid) conſcientiouſly declined and abhorred, to palliate, dawbe and 
flatter, 8nJ upon the account of a carnall intereſt, to couple in and 
comply with mea of corrupt principles and deſigaes? May they not 
with ſome meaſure of holy boldneſs and good conſcience ſay, as that * 
great Apoftle, Ads 20; 24,27. that (brow-beatings, cenſurcs, reproach-” # 
es, calumnies and contempts notwithſtanding) they hare not ſhanned | 
to declare all the. counſel of God? if denyed, the Pulpits and ſeats of,.} 
ous houſes of publick worſhip will atteſt it; and -\Vom- England | *® 
( what ever the iſſue be of the conteſt between her and Chriſts Em- Mel 
baſladours to her ſhall know that there have been Prophets among them. .s 


*' The Eminent faithfulneſr of the judicious Author , ( which «bis, 
proife in our gates) tu h:s thorow and ;ome-;lain-dealing in this Serman 
or Treatiſe; as we believe it acceftabie to God, ſo we are perſwaded, it will 3 
trocure it a frieni/y reception and entertainment in all bumble bearts:: \ 3 
Fer ſuch as are ctherwije offecded, tet them tare thy pitty and [Y9)- \9 

I. 
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" CEE ot 17 | ods. Ms he i edt es. es. Aa 
e  ,,- \ To the Rude, | 
. Now the 820d Lord veuchſafe fo to Aſſiſt and Bleſs bis poor Bui'd 
«nd Warchmas, that they may not build ana watch pb and /o Fen 
and ſave bis people, that they may be kept from falling, and be preſented 
faultleſs before the preſence of bis Glory with exceeding joy: Which w 
' the hearts deſirg and prayer of us, Who are, 


Thine in him who is both Lord and Chrift. 
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DEUTERONOMIE 32. :9. Ve 


O that they were wiſe, that they underſtood 
X N . + 
this, that they would conſider their latter end.” 


Lefled e Hoſes that Renowned Servant of the Lord, and King 
in /ejhurus ( having ſerved his own Generation by the Will of 
God, and performed his high and honourable Undertaking in 
[.cading and conducting that untractable & rebellious People of 
Ifracl co thc borders of Canaan, and after many Temptations and Exerci- 
ſes in the Waſt and Howling Defart, brought them to a fair view, and 
near proſpect of thit long promiſed and much-defired Land ) was: juſt 
now ready to deliver up his truſt, and reſigne the weighty charge of that 
great Congregation unto /oſhua, his ſervant and ſuccetſor,on whom it was 
devolved by the immediate order and diſpoſal of the Lord. Youhavein 


this Chapter bis K»v xruo Aoua His Swan like-Song, or bis Farewell . 
Sermon (as | may not -ineptly call it) ditated to him by the Spirit of = * 
God, and delivered by-him to that people at hic departure from themin- | 
10 another World : And it isa very precious and a ſtatcly portion of Scei- 
pture. Jhe Hebrews ſay of this Song of Aſoſes, that it is a Summary of 
the whole Law, wherein mention is made of Gods Magni ; 
Creation of the World, the One true God that is to be Worſhippe | 
Generation of the Flood, the Diviſion of Languages and Lands, they bi 
tion and Separation of the Children of [ſracl for the peculiar Treaſure 
Inheritance of the Lorg, the benefits conferred upon them in the Wikll 
neſs, the future Reſurrection of the dead, with many other things of gran}. 
importance and concernment. ., You may well callit a Song f Degretlh 
( as David doth ſome of his P ſalme)- in reſpect of the ſuperlative excel 
lency of it: It is certainly a Prophetical Song, whereia we have @ pred 
Qion, or Prophetical Declaration of what the Lord, the God of their  Fa- 
thers, would do for that people of Iſrael in that good Land of Canaan; and = 
of the manner of their demeanour anddeportment of themſelves, there. | 


Meſes bythe ſpitit. of Propheſic gives us ia this Chapter,asin je 


the feature of that Pecple, as it look d in after-tunes, - He begins] 
With a Rhetorical & patheticalapcRtrophe, wherein thereis a 


Ul 
nl 
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TV 
and weightycomeſiation orappeal to Heaven and Earth, importing the 
deafneſs and Rupidity of his hearers (that he had as good apply his ſpeech 
to ſenſl:#s and inanimate Creatures as to tbem ) and the great con- 
cernment of whathe had to ſpeak, as fir and worthy that Heaven and 
Earth ang all the World ſhould hearken to it. After his Exordium, 
Proem or Preface, wherein he labours to procure Benevolcnce, Atcention 
and Docility : You have, | wot 
1. A Narrative, whercin he commemorates the great benefits which 
had been, and were to be conferred onthat people,from ver. 4.to 15. The 
Lord took ſpecial cxre in the firſt diviſion of the habitable parts of the 
World, that there might be an Inheritance laid out for the Children' of 
Iſrael, and aſſigned the Land of Canaan to them, yer. 8. He ſingled them 
out for his peculiar people, ver. g. he conduCted them graciouſly in the 
Wilderneſs, yer. 1.0. and afforded them not only ſafe conduCt in the way, 
but alſo wholſome Inftructions in his Laws and Commandments, ibid. 
He granted them prote tion from the many dangers they were expoſed 
anto, and was as tender and careful of them asa manis of the Apple of 
his Eye, or the Eagic of her young ones, ver. 10, 11. He made comforta- 
bleproviſion for them ia their Journey, introduced them. into tt.at Land 
flowing with A7ilk and Honey, confirmed and ſettled them in Poſſeſſion 
. and Fruition of the good things of it, ver. 1, 14 Fſofet mentions and 
' records in this Song ( which was appointed of the Lord to be written 
and taught the Children of [ſ-ael, that it might be a- Song of Witneſs for 


f the Lord. 
2. A Picdition of the Apoſtacy; Tdolatry-and horrible Ingratitude 'of 
Reel; from v.r. 1 5. to-rg.” They would be ſo far from rendring again unto 
&& Cord according to the benefits done unto them inthat good Land,thar 
ew IrOt Frequite him evil for govd, and toad him with their fins;{ Ams 
3] ashcloaded thrm with bis benefits. ' All thoſe Cords of a Man 
= WI Bands of Love with which the Zord Urew- them to hitnſelf, would 
=  wWRhold them or bind them faſt unto him : -but they quickly ſnapt alt a- 
aader, and broke looſe from all engagements, and ruſhed on prodigiouſly 
; med defperatcly in wayes of Provocation and Rebellion, 
73: Alevere Commination of deſerved Chaſtiſements and Puniſhments, 
,.. *-3xom ver. 19, to z6. 
7.4: A*'Wordof Confglation Adminiſtred unio them # from 'ver. 36, to 
S382. Wherthey ſhould have ſmncd themſelves into: a' deplorable condi- 
ſatharall Huttane be)ps and hopes failed, and their caſe! in appta. 


* 


- theLowd agninft them, Deut.; 1.15. ) theſe and. other loving kindneſlcs. 
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(33 ; 
rance and to the eye of reaſon was deſperate: God would then awake | 
and ariſe and-plead'their cauſe againſt inſolent and injurious Adverſarics, 
and plerific himſelf in their deliverance, He would certainly preſerve. 
ave an Holy Seed, a Remnant in the worſt times, and ſhew bimſelf, faiths, 
ful and bouotiful, even ro an urdeſerving people - 5 

The Concluſion of the ſong, wherein he predicts tbe multiplicaty 
or, of the Church, and enlargment of the Kingdem of Chriſt, ard :ex- 
horts the remnant of Irael to praiſe God for thcir deliverance from 
thcir Babylonian Captivity ; and the pious converted Gentiles for the ven- 
geance executed uponthe MyFical Babylon, that had detaincd them. _. 
in ſpiritual bondage; and eſpecially for the cxpiation of their fins by Je- - $$ 
ſus Chrift which u by many Expoſitors, witc, and judicious, apprehet» #7 
ded to be the ſenſc.and importance of the q 3. verſe. " 

Now in that part of the fong which is Comminatory, and includes my 
Text,the Lord acquaiarts them by the hand of Moſ-s with thoſe dreadtul 
and almoſt uoparalei'djucgments 5nd calamities (Temporal as well as Spi- 
ritva}, that ſhould be 16 flictcd or ©: uted on the account of their into 
lerablc Provocations : yet not to + {ial and univerſal dcitruftion and de- 
ſul:twn, Thoygh their fins were {nh as deferved utter extirpation and - 
rue, and thejp, ptyvocanons lo-preivoug and vnſufferable that the Lord. 
wag rcady'40 rcſuive tv dfitpate and blow them away, and wake the re-, 
rmgmbrance at skem toceaic from among men, ver. 26. yet the clemency | 
and-goodaefs 8nd modcraticn of the | 0:4's avg=r in the exec;viion- of his . 


threatrjngs ſlould appear in the preſervation of a remnant the;impyb. * 4 
ſx e.caule reof izzntimared to be the conſceration of the. Virath.and 1. 


Inſ. lence of the, fAdve. ſary, and the Difyofi tht woul 4 'redotindde bbe ; 
ame of .Go4 thereby, ver. 29. which i#WMplificd by tF# Aptitheſg_ of... 
the knpulſive cauſe that might have-moved him to deflroy tem gtrer!p, - 
vcr.28, God renders the reaſon of his ſevere proceedings againſt them, © 
why he heaped ſo many mſcbiefs and ſpent ſo many Arrows upen then, 
ver..2 3..and was almoſt ready te blet out the Name ard Memory of that + 
Peofle; namely this,'B.eaufe theiy folly -was Inewreable. For he. doth + _ 
not on!y ſignific in thoſe words, that they did inconſiderately ruſh forward cw 
1n wajes of ſin, and precipitate themſelves into miſery, becauſe they wanted 
the actual exerc. ſe of judgement —_ reaſon ;. but that they ,avted at, © 
fuch a rate, as if there werenotthe leaſt Prop or Dram 'of ſpiritual Wis: .- 
donc in their hearts, nor a poſſibility # ce c 06 rſe-of ordinary nieans of -, 
xeducing them ad ſanam mentem, as judiciou s Cathy obſerves upon the 
place. Thereupon we have in the Words ſad; a Putheriggh Extlatna- 
p ; B F 


., 
T tion 


0 jor? 


pA tl 
obs # a. a —_— —— oy —_ 


[4] 


tion, wherein the Lord { after the manner of men) paſſionately expreſſerhr 
His deſire that they would be ſpirir xally wiſe to conſider what would become .of 
#bemn, if they held on their courſe of ſuuning againſt the Lord: what would 
be the ſad cnd and iſſue of their Rebellions againſt the God of their mcr- 
5. Iknow indeed that, ſome underſtand theſe words, wer. 22, 29. as 
ſpoken of. the Enemies of Iſracl. Asif the Lotd had ſaid: If th:y were 
wiſe in deed, they would not ſay our band is high and the Lord bath not dons 
ali this as ver. 27. nor attribute and aſcribe their proſocrous and vitorivus 
proceedings, and the deftru@ions they bad brought upon Iſrael to their own 
proweſs and policy, but would caſi,y underſtaud that God bad delivered up 
 bys Peopluto miſery and defrutiion for their ſins. Yea, atd they would 
# \conſider alſo their owa latter end, that is, what end remaineth for them- 
- ſejvcs alſo, even the like d;ftrufion for their great Abominations impeni- 
*tently pcriiſted jn. _But we have no reaſon to recede from the received 
<ymimon Interpretation of the Wards, or queſtion- their immediate Ap- 
 Offcation. to the People of Iſrae!. The Word: are plainly ſpoken of I- 
vdel,thrpicul;ar Pe ple of Godin & condition of great degeneracy : wherein 
"the Lord intimates and cxpreſicth, h 
| 'r,, The grourd and,vccafion of that Miſery ard Rvin* that was come- 
| Ins upon them, nam2ly, their want of Counſel and Underſtanding, ver. 
#8. The miſery that befcl them at ſeveral ſeaſons ia theſe ard thoſe Ge- 
etratrons was not cither undeſerved or acci.ſcntal: but as the hand of 
_ _Godinflitedit in a way of juſt ſeverity, ſo their incurable Folly and Un- 
geafonablencſs was the meritorious cauſe that brought it upon rhem. 
- '3. Fhe Cure, the Help, the only Remedy, or rather, that whith would 
+ Hayeſaved them and ſecured chi Nation, with all the concernments of 
| i from thoſe Ruines, and preViſed iuch a ſad iſſue and calamitous event, 
_ "marndy, Wifdome, ver. 2g. which 1s in the words of the Text, awplificd 
From the Act and ObjcQt thereof. | 
« Firſt, The Act of this Wiſd»me: and thatis double, 
'2. ToUtd'rſiard. . Qb that they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, 
The Word fo tranſl uted fignifies alſ» ro proſper, and to make protpereus: 
Þecauſe though. men of aderſtanding are not alwayes, yet they are or- 
ipdari proſperous, their counſels and aCtions are uſua'ly attended and 
- wa cd on with ſueceſs, The Word therefore may import a proſperous, 
F be (pful, right und 1ſtandigg of things. Yetit Gpnities an acute ard 
| de 'atd aecerare underſtanding, with an intenſe and indaſtrious cxer- 
$12 of them n1-;, andis contrary to a ward {| Chaſal or Sachal } thar 
ſignifies incognitancy, or idic levity in he managing of things as 4 a0wine 
ons Eb i | Cbierves. 
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obferves. And conſidering the Conjugation wherein it is uſed, it ſigni: 
fies, to make ( that is, to make themſclves ) to underſtand, Gods dbnation 
of this wiſdome and underſtanding excludes not, but fuppoſes our endeg- 
vours to acquire it, oe 

2. To Conſider : The Original word hath Afﬀinity with B anab (14 
eAverarius notes ) which ſignifies to build, A man of conſideration ranſt 
be like a wiſe -rcbitef that diſpoſes in his minde, contrives, coner %, 

models, frames ard caſts the ſeycral parts of his Fabrick or building. To 

conſider is to caſt, and conceive, and get the model or idea, the Platform 

= it were ) of this or that Objcct in our minds. And it notes a judicious, 
xed-or abiding dijudication of things, 

Secondly, The Object of this Wiſdome, Underſtanding and Conſide- *: 
ration : and that is, their lazter End, End in this place noteth not the * 
fival cauſe ( ns when we ſay, the laſtend of manisto glorifie God ) but* * 
the exitus, the term, the iſſue, the upſhot, the event and the conclukon. /; 
of thoſe ſinful wayes they were engaged in. As when it is ſaid the ens 
of ſome way that ſcemeth right unto a man (are the wayes of death ;, ana | 
the end of ſome mirth is beavineſs,j Prov. 14.12, 13. the Wwiſdome of 
that people ſhould have expreſt it ſelf in underſtanding and cofifiderin 
the latter end of thcic wayes. Not ſo much finis 8; erantis,the end increkies 1 
by themſelves ; as finjs operis, the end of their wayes and doings, the 
ſcope, and texdency, and i{lue of their evil and unworthy deportmentt 
ſhould have been conſidered by them. _ 

[ ſhall only adde, that the form of this expreſſion in the Text is opta-. 
tive, O that they were wiſe, &c. we m2ct with the like form of ſpeeay,; 
ard mode of expreſſion attributed toGod in other places of Scripture. AS* 
Pſal.s 1. 1 3. O that my i'c:ple had hearkened unto me, and Iſrael hal wah* 
keain my wayes, and Iſai.48.18. O that thou Ladſt kcarkered to my Com: 
m andments, &c. thelike occurs in other places. There is indeed ſome”. 
difficulty init; For you will ſay, | >, 

Obj. How can the Lord be ſaid to wiſh; this? He could have made they 
wiſe, and underſtanding , and conſidering men and wornen, if it had heen his 
good will and pleaſure, How can wiſhing and woulding be attributed to* 

_ Godin reſpett of thoſe things nbich are never accompl. ſhed? How 'Oan ſuch 
a relleity be aſcribed to God without the irnpeachment of his wiſdutte, and 
power, and conflancy, and bleſſedneſs. 


Anſ. This and the like expreſſions are ſpoken of God engmnefyt; 


after the manner of men, and muſt be underſtood bronyir's+ in x 
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'*: ea1ner becoming the glorious Nature and Being of God. Ir is mani- 
feſtly an expreſſion borrowed*from the manner of men, lamenting the 
_ raſhaeds, the folly, the inconſiderateneſs of their Children, and their want 
' of underſtanding, their wayes and the ifſue of them. And yet we muſt 
underſtand, and take it up in a manner becoming and comporting with 
the perfect nature of the bleſſed God. The Lord doth not really and 
properly carry him(ctf, as a Father that ftands wringing his hands over a 
prodigal Son, and ſaith, O chat tho« woulaFt be wiſ:, that thou wouldſt un- 
| derſtand tby jelf, that thou woulaſt conſider what theſe prodigal cuurſes will 
| gomepant /aft, what will be the end of thy Druakenneſs, thy. Laciviouſ- 
neſs, t y Compaay keeping, thy great [dlene's, an4 vain expence of pre- 
z08 Time, Eſtate and Strength in-this manner! O that thu wouldſt be- 
ink thy ſelf and conſider what will be the iſſue of thele lewd waycs and 
wurſcs! the poor afflicted Father may with and defiie it, but hath nor. 
wer to give ſuch an heart: but Go4 alone can doit.” If the [Lord had. 
illed properly with the will of purpofe, or decreed that [ſ-ae! ſho ll be 
wiſc to underſtand and confider their latterend, be both could and would, 
have conferred upon them that wiſdome, and prudent copſideration of it,, 
*” and that withoug any impeachment of or dettiment to the liberty of zheic. 
.. "with, Itis at firſt Gght a Rravge'cxpreſſion which we meer with, Deut.. 
9. O that there w.re ſuch ap beart in theen, that they would fear me, &c. . 
16 Original i is ( word for ward) Who vvill give that their beart may. 
#7. ſuch in them. as Mr. Ainſyyorth readsit. Why doth God need to ask 
"he queſtion : who'will give. them ſuch an heart ? He knows that none but, 
Aimſelf can give ſuch an heart, and that he can effeCtually give it : andhe. 
-pows whether he hath determined to give Kt ornot. Andtherefore the” 
. expreſſion muſt be underſtaod after the manner of men, It'is evident to! 
. any under ſtanding man, that theſe things cannot be (poken of God pro-.. 
. y and rigorouſly ( as the 4rminians abſurdly (train them) ſaiva Ma, 
e Divina. But we'muſt ſay, cum toto Theolopurum Chero;a judicious 
| $ ſpeats ) that God in ſuch forms of- ſpeech, that he may. counodi-.. 
# opily creat with man, doth induere ſe bomixe, put on- Man (as it were );or 
veſt kimſelf in the condition and. properties of man, and propoſe his coun . - 
* ſelsrouvin ſuch a way wherein we may beſt -apprehend them, and-they : 
- ay de moſt familiarizeg to ys. The Lord in his Seripture-treaties with. , 
"Me Sons of men, very frequently applics bimlelf co-them in ſuch a fort : 
+or mode of expre{ſion as 1s belt ſuited and accommodated to their under- 
- Qans tgs, becauſe moſtfamitiar to them, and that which they. are welt. 
" vx6uſt oped vato, .. The.great God in this 9uey1moniou; form of ſpeaking | 
£ rein 


reſembles himſelf to a-Father ( the Father of Spirits" imitates ' and likens 
bimſ:lf unio one of the Fathers cf our Fleſh, as the Apoſtle pheaſeth in; Heb. 
1 2.9.) mournfully complaining of the folly of his Prodigal Son running out 
Yo exceſs of vict, and not conſidering what the end o1 ſuch vicious &rripeous 
ccnxſes will be, And yet ir doth.pot argue; nor may,we imagine, that God 
was willing, but unablc to give his people of Irael this grace and wiſdome 
without impeachment of the Creatures native hberty, or any tviolation 
of order ſcriced and prefixed by himſelf. God doth notdo and undo, and 
thereby contradict and deny hiniſ.1f : He doth not Decree not. to 'confer 
this wiſdome, ard then wiſh there had been no ſuch Decree to hinder the 
communication of- that wiſdomc;. He dorhrnot give the Rational.Creas 
ture ſuch an abſolute and uncontrolable liberty of will, that he-cannor 


” - - 


bend and encline their wills to what he wfll, and then repent, ard with that 


ke had otherwiſe conltitured che-frame of their Rational Faculties : . But 
if you d:veſt theexpreſſoa of that Anthropopathy that is wit, thete are 
theſe and ſuch like things inpoited therein;, - © : 


1. A Graphical and Emphaticat Expreſſion of their want of wiſdoms 
ard 6.uutel, underſta« ding: and oonſ'deration; - They were not ſpiritually 


wile, ncr was it in their power to.underftard aright,or conſider duely their: 
ixtter erd.. Gods lamentatisn of their folly and igcankdcrateneſs argues. - 


their lamentable. condition in that reſpect. nit 349... * 

2. That it was their duty to be ſa wiſe,. at: to-underfoand and-coh ſider 
their latter end. Gcds wiſhirg this doth not. neceſſarily import ard ar-: 
gue the Creatures power, but their duty : not that they can ofthemſelvex, 
but.that chey ought to.bethus.wiſe. Their dyty is. hereby indigitated; - 
that they ought to wiſh, and delire, and alpire._ after thoſe. things, which: 
God { ipeaking aſter the manner of men) wiſheth for them; and chat it 
is their gear fault if they neglect their duty hercin. 01 

3 Thatit is their intereſt and the witeſt courſe they can fix upon witaly» 
to mind and conſider their latter end, |1t wauld bercally good for-ahem-. 
ſelyes, and the b-it way to prevent-miſery andyuine. -It would have bren. 
a very bencficial conrſe, and turned.to their great advantage,: - 4 


4. It imports Ged; approbation of, ard complacency in this wiſdome- - 


ard wiſc corſideration. That it would bave been a very pleaſing: thiog- 
to him, as things wiſhed for by men are want to. be ums ther; As it 
wou:d have proved theur advantage and conlolation ; fo,when God ſpeaks 


i pathetically,he ſeems (as Mr. Caryl obſerves from g'like $criprere } 5 
concitde his own conſolation in it;as well.as theirs. Ob tbat: then were - 


vPTſe, Sc: as if he ſhould ſay, asit would be good for them, fo it would 
B 3 ; | be 
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* be highly contdatful to me, and for my great ſatisfation. It is accepts- 
ble to Ged and pleaſing to him to ſee this wiſe conſideration in a people 
fo circumſtanced as Wael was It doth not argue that God was pleated 
ro give them wiſdome to anderftand and confider their latter end ( for then 
whec ſhould have obſtructed the communication of it? ) but that it woyld 
hav? pleaſed God, if he had obſerved it in them: he would bave liked 
and approvedit as agreeable to his Will. The Lord would have greatly 

_ delighted in fuch aframe and practiſe of his Covenant-people, and abun- 
dantly rewarded ir. | | 

2+ F. Thatthe wantof this was the great cauſe of their ruſhing on pro- 

digiouſly in a courfe of- fin into mifery, The Lord ſufficiently intimates 
thereby, that a}] the miſchief among them was occaſioned through the 
want of a wiſe aud underftanding conſideration of the event of things : 

\T his would have prevented it. y 

6. : That this is the firſt and gooq ſtep towards the repentance and re- 
formation of a degenerovs, backſliding and rebellious People, to conſider 
what they are doing, whithec they are going, and what the <nd of their 
wayes will be at laſt | 

7 The nature of the Word'of Ged and the diſpenſation thereof is ſigni- 
fied hereby, v:z. that it doth inſtantly perſwade men to get this wiſdom 
me yan! or ing end confidering* {pi:it, or wiſe conſideration of the 

Event and Iflue of their ways and Uvitios, Andrthar God willin the way 

of theſe moral means, ( theſe pathe{i&aiz*$'-Ffms ſuited and accommo- 

dated: to the. manner of men ) effectualfy 57k this wiſdom and ſerious 
conſideration of their latter end io fome nc35 1e2rts, ant that he doth. 
eminently. and virtuali quadam: rations (i; the leagned Ame: expreſicth 
it ) will itas tother mien, 'eatenn7,- of ſo fal rfortti as he commands and 

_— RR 7 77 > 7 2077 DT 

But I ſhall not detain you longer in the general'Explication of the Text, 

orSolution of theſe 0 r thoſe Difficulties, The ſum' &reſult of all is; !ſ-ael was 

a People of many mercies ard fingn!ar enjoyments (none like unto them ) 

but withal of great proyocations by their Apoftacy, Idolatry, and gther 

grievous miſcarriages: and the Lord repreſents it here astheir wiſdome'to 

— rationally and judiciouſly what would be the ſad and dolcful iſſue 

cor, 
The O bſervationis plainly this : 

. -DoRt. Thatit i: the great wiſdome of a P cople that have heen condudtes 
: (> bythe x Mighty Hand of God to a place of Reſt and Liberty, and ſet- 
' +: "tedins the yoſſtfſion of ſingular Priviledges and enjoyments, to _ 

TOE IF an 
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ftand and conſider, or underſtandingly 10 conſider whatywill be the latter 
end of their ſinful wayes, their unſuitabie and unyoxthy deportments 
before the Lord. | | ate © ON 4 
The People of 1ſ-acl were in Covenant with God, peculiarly favoured 
ardaccepted of him: And in purſuance of his Covenant engagements 
he had dilivered them out of hard bondage, and carried them in his Arms 
to Canaan, a Land of reſt, and libcrty, and glorious enjoyments, 
where they quickly treſpaſſed and rebelled grievouſly againſt him ( accov 
ding to the prediction, of Aofes in this Propheticay Sing ) and the Lord in 
the words of the Text plainly intimates. it to be the wiſdome of that 
People ( and by parity of reaſon, of any other People thar may be paralteld 
with them) at ſiich a juncture, and in ſugh a condition, to underſtand and 
conſider ( or to Conſi2ey with Conſideration, as the Original hath it fgnib- 
cantly, er. 2 120, / what willbe the latter end.pf their: ſinful and tebellous. 
ways. The | ordtells,that People inthe place but. naw mentjoned, when, 
he w2s about to bring a d-eadſul Form of wrath upon them, tb.t the: 
latter dayes they ſho, Id c.nſider it perfetly. Surely ther it would have. 
becn their great wiſdome to conſider it, inthe formey dayes, before the 
Rorm came, and the wiath of God ages ainft them, ſo that: there was 
po remedy. Hence the Lorif r&pdBiſafes ich the 7ews, and calls them. 
20 a ſerious conſideration of the end:d Mut of the general. gprruptions, 
and great cvils found among them, [ty, 5. 32; The Prophes propb: ſie falſly, - 
and the Prieſts bear rule by their means, and 'nty People love to bave it ſo: 
And wbat will ye doin the end thereof? -when Prophets, Prieſts ( or Prin- 
cs) and People were ſo extreamly bad; fo wofully corrupt and faulty, it. 
was time for them to look abont them, ardcouſider what would become. 
of themarlaſt. It is the guiſe and character of a Fool, Prov. 17.24. to 
bave his eyes 1n the ends of the Earth, gazing and wanaring about, locking 
bitber aud thitker, far enough from bis own concernments: But it isan act. 
of wiſdome in any People, eſpecially ſuch a People as I/r9el ; and the-pro- 
petty of wiſe perſons.to have their eyes fixed upon the end of their wayee * 
and walkingf, The only Enquiry here will be, 
Qneſt. What js it for a Perſon or People underſtandingly to conſider the 
latter end of their wayes? - | 
Avſ. le implies evidently theſe Particulars : : ira 5} 
1. To paſs a right judgement upon it : - to finde out and fit ip theis : 
thoughts upon the true'end and iſſue of their wayes according ro the mas 
ture and tend2ncy of them. To pitch upon it, and determine aright cons: 
cerning it» For many men deceive themiclves ſhamefully ig this marter, 
| kunt Many-+ -- 


3; p L tO ) 
many bold and preſumptuous finners ( though they hear the words of the 
rurſe of the Law )-do bleſs themſelves in their hearts, ſaying they ſha 
bave peace, thougb they walk in the imagmation of their hearts, to adde 
Drunkenneſs to thirſt, Deut. -9. 19. Though they walk not in Gods ways 
{ which are wayes of pleaſantnefs and peace) hut. in the crooked and de- 
ſtruchve-wayes of their own beſotred fooliſh hearts, yet they promiſe 
chemlclves a good iſſue, and vainly imagine that they ſhall do well enough 
atlaſt. . Though they walk jn tee wayer of their bearts, ang in the ſight of 
$beivgyes, yet they think to hold up rheir Heads, and look the Lord Jeſus 
with confidence inthe Face, when God ſhall bring them into Judgemert. 
As a Bird baſteth to the Snare, and krowet b not that it is for bis life, Prov. 
7. 23. $0 many a raſh, inconſiderate, deluded Sinncr ruſheth on headily in 
a courſe of Rebellion again{t God, and knows not that the end of it will be 
deftrudion, Such is ſometimes the Blindneſs and Security, not only of 
particular perſons, but of the Body of a People; rhat they cry peace and 
fafety, and promile themſelves Proſperity and 1g09d If, e of thoſe wayes 
that end in 1uddain and nnavoidable Calamity, Underſtanding conlide- 
ration in the-caſe before us, importeth thus much, that a perſon or 1+ 0; le 
ſyllogize wel), an\] conclude aright concerning the end of their wa yes and 
actions ; Thar they 'do' not mpanoyicwfe rants. ( &. 2 Apoite 
ſpeaks, Ians"7.2 2. ) reaſon themielvesyuto a miltake an +7007 or faiſe- 
conclyſiot abou the end of their deportments towards :hu org, and.put” 
# fallacy upon their own Souls jn this reſpect. _ + - ar be en 
2. Torevolve this intheir minds, and to by frequently vhinking of their- 
latter ed, To p6nider it throughly, apd to have ihcir Sous Judigertichts” 
. EndConfcjences mitch exceciſed with, intereſteq' wid (engegre by if." 
Conſiderariorfiaterids mote then a txanſent thought, or ſ6.1dain fitting dp- 
n prehenſion. © It imports a fixing, and dwelliog .upon this or that in our 
| thoughts. Though ſometimes the Object of conſideration may be lo 
plain and legible, that he chat runs may ze4d it 3 yet conſideration is not a 
| curſory work, or a runthing cogication, ,, I; becomes a people ( eſpecialy 
:. . Tachavareſocircomftanced as [ras! )to be much cooverſant in this wok - 
| and duty. There muſt be a Fixing and taying of their minds upon this 
$ubjeQ : as irwere a ſteeping and ſoaking of their thoughts in the daily - 
toeditation of their latier End Not only rolling or glancing, but fixing 
the cyes of the Underfta nding, and locking ſteadily upon:it, is implied. 
inthis conſideration. That a People do not trifle in it, but make a buſineſs 
of #8. *. As Dev-dfaith of his ſin, that it was exer before Lim, Plal.51. 3. S0 
may a trely conſidering man fay of his latter end, that it is gver bufore =_ 
on- 
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Conſideration keeps it wichin view and profpeR, and will not f 
go out of {fight and thoughts, There muſt be a 4:/cur/316 mentuw UW veg 
to and fro (as the expreſlion-is, Dan.12.4.) traverſing of chis,ond rollin 
it over and over in the mindes of men, if there be eff.Qax! conſiderationp, 

3. It connores ſutable Aﬀettion of the heart, Thoug? Conſideration 
(if we ſpeak accurately) is ana of the Underſtanding, yer ir imports 
(in the Scripture diale& and uſe) ſyutable affection... It 1s notin the Text 
a bare ſpeculation, or meer contemplation of the Latcr 17d of  1hify Ways 
that is intended by the Lord, bus chat which enweaps in it ſureble aftings 
of the Will and Aﬀeions, and hath a benign or. beneficial 1rfluenee up- 
on the Heart, or Will and Aﬀe tions, to frame; and ſhape, and moutd, 
and faſhion them accordingly. And in his caſe,the End being miſerable, 


jr it's 


to conſider it, is to be ſutably aff.Red withitr, ſoas to mourn tor,:hareand + =; 


loath choſe wayes that will be. bigrermeſs in theeud., tb: have 2 real avenſ, 
tion.of them, to repent ar.d turn ftom- therd, ' to. relinquiſh'and abandon 
them as deltruRtive and pernicious ; ſo to think, as that the minde may 
aff. & the heagt, and conſequently both minde and heart- influence and 
regulate ane reforr the converſation.:: as David faith, 7 thowg hb an my- 
Wakes, 4094 tyr ned my feet wnte- thy teffaorenies, Vial.119 59. . Serious-can” 
{idenarion of pheletrer td of 9. manr; ſinful wayes, will have A — 
influence upon his affetions and converſation. . This Conſideration, f/f? 
be right, hach a kinde of imperious and commanding influence upon the! 
bearcs and lives of men. peed a3». 

Reaf, 1, B: cauſe ic is the greatiat of 'Wiſdome ro deduce, and rege- 
larly to inferre gnething from another; ,. And {o-one. df 'the Fewih Do- 
for; ſaich , ghat T1 is when thinks arecrationally- collefied. f' — 
and one thing- deduced from evtother. - 'Sapience of: Wifdome properly be-'' 
longs to Sylogiftical fudgement, and is 4-vittue- of the Undertianding, 


whereby a man diſgerns the dependance of thipgs, and how one follows /- 


upon angter,,. To cenſintr wndetſtandingly what wilt be the End of theſe 


or theſc wajes,. "imports in-it-g {aying of) things rogerher in a Syllogiſtion| + 


Way. : flence when men reaſon atniſs, and conclude that which 1s :not- 
virtually contained in the Premifes, .or make wrong inferences, they are 
ſaid co Paralogize themſelves, Ze ye doers of the Word (ſaith the Apoſile, 
7am 2.2.) and got hearers onely, Taga gy ifoer, £217 x, WE Are. come 
{tant heazers of he Ward, and waiters upon the Ordinances of: God: - 
theyefore weare cgrtainly in. a good condition. The: Apoltle cally thipa 
Paralogiſm, Sophiltical Reaſoning, and unſound Argumentation, whefes: | 
with many Profeſſors are wont to cheat themſelves, So, we are Abu 
ham's childrin, a people in Covenant with God, and we have his Temple: 
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,and Worſhip, and Ordinances among us : therefore though we indulge 
te fin, and do theſe and thoſe abominations, yet God will dwell among 
us, and we ſhall do well enough. - Theſe are lyirg: words, falſe inconſe- 
quential Inferences, and foeliſh Reaſonings. Bur ro ſyllogize aright con- 
Cerning the End of theſe and thoſe wayes, is an a of Wiſdome indeed, 
This is the work of Conſcience, when it relates to the Moral actions of 
a man, and he iſſue of chem; and ic belongs to Sylogiſtical ndgement, 
T ha, will follow upon that, this will be the cerrain Conſtquent of ſrch an 
Amntecedent;, this will 'be the Concluffos reſulting from rheſe Premiſes. 
 Wildome lycs in the Rational Application of general Rules of Scripture to 
our ſelves and our own conditions, and in the indaFion of particulars, and 
due Reaſoning from it: T bis hath been the End of ſuch and ſuch wayes, to 
theſe and thoſe pcrſenr (witnels Scripture and Experience) therefore will be 
fo of mine alſo, - The Engis virtually in the way, as the Concluſion in the 
Premiſes. . Td conſider and finde our this, and reaſon aright in this mat- 
ter, is an at of great wiſdome and jud ; 
Reaf. 2. Becauſe it is the wnqueſtionable duty of any people, qferialy ſuch 
.4 people, te confider their latter End, What the Lord wiſheth they might 
do,- and would do; was.tbeir undoubred duty to do: \and it if cercainly 
the great wiſdome of any perſon or people, to do their duty.” There 
can de no greater wiſdome then to cooform' to, and- comply with every 
pare of the revealed will of God. The Lord calls aloud upon that people 
of 7 bo again and _=_ tO conſider their wajes, Haggat 1.5,7. that is,the 
fad truic and. ifſue of them, - Their building their own houſes, and pur-, 
ſuing their private Intereſts and. Advantages;' wich the ſhameful neglect 
of pablick; Tempt-work; was arrended- and followed with a vihble Blaſt-' 
ing Curſe of upon their \Labovrs and Enjoyments , and he com- 
them to confoaer ir, Itis the duty of a perſon or people, becauſe- 
od hath commanded it, and itis their wiſdome to 2rtend it, becauſe. 
what: God:commands is for theit , as Moſtr intimates to then, 
Dart: ig. ig. We cannot pleaſe but -in'a way of obedience and 
duey: now to pleaſe God is our wiſdeme and'happineſs. Mer cannot ' 
before.Ged in al good conſtirnte, that want this underſtanding confi-- 
deration of rhe Ead of rheir wayes, Conſcience is-rhe Judgement of max. 
concerniny: bi ftate and afions, with referenee; and as he is ſubje&Qro 
the Laiy of. Ged, It is the effiite of: Conſtience'to review, and co make - 
a retogrition' of x mars hors, ro: compare them 'with the Law of ' 
God, and co conclude: upon-the ſtate of a man, and the event of his. 
, wayeSand «Rionsacco:dingly. This is the work, ard office, and exer- 
; Gilpot:Conkience, To keep Conſcience aweke and ar work in this man- 
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ner is theguty, and the wiſdome (becauſe the duty) of God's Is-cel. - 
Rea. 3." Becanſe it u their great Imtereſt, a very benificial and ads. 
viutagious conrſe, and makes very much for their well-being, nnderft anding- 
ly to confeder. their wajes, and the latter End of them, |lis is the way 
for a people ro do well tor themſelves, as itis the way for every parti- 
cular, perſo1 to do well for himſelf, as David ſpeaks in another caſe, 
P/al.49.18. Thy that are wiſe in this reſpeRt, are wiſe for themſelves, as 
Solomon expreſl-s it, Prov.9.12, The great enquiry of any wiſe man, 
when he is abouc to lift up tus hard to any Enterprize, and ready co en- 
age in this or that buſineſs, will be, Cui bono ? To what _ poſe ? what | 
pon will redound. and accrue thereby ? [ntereft and Advantage is | 
wont to lead men captive, and to isftuence chem; jnarvelloufly : and where 
is ordinarily no ſurer way to prevaii with them,then by arguing «6 Uri, 
and demonſtrating the advantagiguſneſs and expediency of any courſe + _ 
or duty, Hence the Lord, when he would reaſon bis people inco.# Care * -* 
and Conſcience of ymverſal obedience to his Commandments in general, - * 
argues from this Topick or Head of Argument, Ut tiki bent fit, Fhat | 
it may go well with thee, Deut.4+40.--5.29.—6.3,18.—12.28. So mayl - 
reaſon 1n this caſe from the profic gad advantage of ſuch a courſe of con- 
ſideration, A perſonor people do conſuk their own good, and ſingular 
advantage init. Hereby they may cometo #nderffand the figns of the 
Timer, the yaat of which.gkill our Savior. taxeth ſeverely, Aarth.16. 
2,3.. Nen are uſually wiſe codifcern the figns af: che Weather, and can 
probably conjeRure when « will be fair,. and when ir will be foul Wea- © 


may be able co make .« Fndgemert of their condition, and whar is l\ke ro *© 
by 
of oxr wajes, leads chig way t0 — and Reformation,” - Hareby , 
0 . = 1 
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kt:ey.miy be quickned and help@r0*meet Gog, when he i comma fork int 
' The way of his fudgements, in away of Humiliation and Supplication, 
Amos 4.12. and tO wait for him in the way of ha fudgements, 1ſa.26.8, 
And 1f there be any way to avert the Judg:ments of God, this is it.. 
Hereby they may know how to order their Prayers, and get 'into the* 
gp, and prevent the Judgements of Godthat are in their 'way'towards 
chem, and obviate them, And itis of ſingular uſe to Magiſtrates, Mi- 
niſters, Governours of theſe and thoſe Societies, that have Power and In- 
tereſt, and areina capacity to lead on ina way of Reformation, and to 
command thaſt that are under them to keep the way of the 'Lorg, 'Gen.18. 19. 
Hereby they will come to fee the xs Sine God in tris fevereſt' Corre-' 
ions, and lara 10 juftifie him in all his proceedings, and actzpe the pa- 
 niſbmunt of their iniquities, aud bear the indignation of th Lord, betauſe * 
& #bey have ſinned againſt him, When they confer arighc the ſcope and ten- 
- tency, the inequality and demerit of their own wayes, they will readily ' 
| apprehend -the:Juſtice and 'Equitableneſs of God's hand, 'in bringing-a* 
miſerable.Endupen then,” So'thar it is the great Intereſt,' andtherefore * 
Wiſdome of..a people {in theſe and other reſpeRs$): to conſider thier latter *© 
end.  1tfall onely adde for a cloſe h@e, That the Reaſons given, as 
they demonſtrate it to be the wiſdome of any -prople' in general to conſider 
their larrer End, ſorhey may be argued: 2 Fortivri, a5 to a people cir- 
evinſtanced'ss //rxet was : Becauſe they ate peculiarly advantaged for the 
Indagation or Diſcovery of: che End: and 1ſſhe of 'their wayes, and are © 
inthe beſk xapaticy co finde our, and paſs # right Judgement upon the - 
tendency and concluſion of them, As alſo, becauſe the end of their ſin- 
falwayes impenitently perſiſted in, muſt needs be worſe then of any o- 
ther people... They cannot fin ar fo cheap # Fate, or expeRſofeiy ſitipes * 
fi their difobtdiencs or look fot ſuch moderation from- Gol ir che'tn--/ 
nally Tope 


ing of his:Judgements; and execution 'of his Threatnings, or rQtio- |. 
for fo tolerable a condition at laſt; as other people that zre not 
 likgchew, buFfar inferiour in thei Priviledges and Enjoyments, So chat 
- it igtheir great Concerain-a:peculiar manner to confider what will be the © 
- lethyr E their mn/etablt: and\nnbeceining deportments before the Lord,” * 
Feral ow" wot remembring bercturntr il, browght her down wonderfully, Lam, . 
1:94, Wang of \this c ation ih ruine any people; bur ir will make - 
way fy wonderful end.-unparatielifd defttuRtion of ſuch as are circum- 
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Oh be parame to conſider your latter End, If it be the great wiſfome of 
a-people in general, the Body of them, thus and ſo Pandas Inpe | 


- 
. 
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alſo it is the concernment of parcicular per ſons ander/?andingly to- ynfoaex 
what will be the End and Iſſze of thur ſinful dcrortments before the Lovd, 
Conſider what is the true tendency of your wayes and courſes, whither - 
you are going, whether to Happineſs or Miſcry, to Heaven or Hell , 
what is like to be your journeys end, whither you are bound, and where 


it is probable you ſhall arrive and take up your abode for Eternity. All p 


is well that ends well. Therefore | A 
1, Make aright fudgement of the End of your Ations, S olomon layes 
a Rub in the way of the Young man in his full Carezr afcer che Enjoy-. 
ment of his Lujts, when he ſaith, Rejzyce, O young man, in thy youth, and . 
let thy heart cheay thee in the diyes of thy youth, ana walk in the wages of thy 
heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes : but know thou, that for all theſe things | 
God will bring thee into judgement, Ecclel.11.9, that is, Remember that 
all thy wayes of fin wilt end in Judgement, or: a dreadful ſentence of 
wrath, and everlaſting ſeparation from God, Thou art now pleafing 
thy ſeif in the wayes of thy own heart, accounting praQtical and ſerious 
Piety meer Folly, applauding thy Wie, and Parts, and Policy, bur ip tlty 
latter end chou wilt be a Fool, Now the Goſpel is fooliſhneſs, Religion |. 
is fooliſhneſs, Praying in ſecret, walking humbly and mournfully wich 
God, is fooliſhneſs in thy deluded apprebenſion : And the people of God , 
that deny themſelves, and crzcifi: the fl:ſb, with the affeFtions ana luſts, and 
will not rn with you to the ſame exceſs of riot, are a company of weak , 
and fooliſh men 'in thy valuation : but who doſt think will be 'a 
at laſt? Oh chink over and over what will be the end: 
roncy and perſeverance ina conrſe of (inning againſt God, ' bl 
your tranſgreſſions (ſaith the Lord, Exch 18.30,31.) repent, end tern 
them, HIV ſhall not be your ruine : importing, that ruine will be 
end of Tin not repented of, Conſider what will be the' end gf thyU 
lief, thy contempt of Jeſus Chriſt, thy comparative hatred of” D,. 
preferring thy baſc luſts before him. The end of Faith is' the (dluation bf. 
the ſoul, r'Per.1.9; therefore rhe end of U.ibetief will be the,per « 
che ſoul.” The end of nepleRing great ſalvation, will 'be urlavoidable mi- 
ſery, Heb 2.3. How ſh.ll ve eſcape, if we negl:'@ fo freat ſalvation ? Yea * 
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the end of thy poſitive U belief, in rej:Ring the Lord Jeſus Chriſt re- F 
vealed and off redin the Goſpel, ſhalt be a more nar} 'W oY 


then that of Tyreand Sidow, Sod:m and G'morreh, (the "Ities 
owtrthrew and repevited not) Turks ant Ind:anc} Hearing and" 7; 
Mat,11,21,22,233,24, Obplay ihe men, a@Qchepactof rationd!: 
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cares, ſet-your rational Facylties, your Underſtandings and Confcionces a- 
work , conſider and know whither you are going, and what the iſſue of 
your wayes is like to be, As Solomes ſaith of che houſe of the (trange 
woman, that it enc/:n:th unto death, and her paths to the dead, Prov.2.18. fo 
may 1 ſay of the finful courſes and practiſes of men, What are the ſons 
of men generally doing, but laying wait for their own blood ? Prov.1.18, 
plotting, as it were, and proj:Ring, contriving and accompliſhing their 
own dettruRion, and know ic not. Wicked men are inconiiderate men, 
and their was & as darkneſs, they know net at what they tumble, Prov.g. 
19. The end of their way « bitter 4& wormwood, harp as atwo-eaged 
ſword, their fert go down to death, and their ſteps take hold of hell, as So- 
lamon ſpeaks to another ſenſe, Prov 5.4,5. Can a man tuke fire in hu bo- 
ewe ? or go npon hot coals and not be burnt ? Prov.6.27,28. You would 
account him a poor diſtraQed creature that ſhould ſo do, and think to 
eſcape wichout harm and inconvenience. Sinners are as irrational, and as 


bo: much bereaved of ſenſe and underſtanding, that dally with fin, and play 
” withcheSe:pent that hath a ſpeckled skin,and conſider not that it will ſting 


them to death ar laſt, Thou goeſt after thy Luſts, as the Ox to the ſltugh- 
ter, or as the Bird baſteth to the ſnare, and knoweſt not that it # for thy life, 
Prov,7.22,23. Remember and ſudge aright, chat che end of your natu- 
ral lives will bz death, and the end of your ſinful lives will be Hell, Take 
heed, left thox monrn at Laſt (as Solomon ſpeaks, Prov.5.11.) though thou 
rejoyce at preſent, Make a right Judgement in this reſpeR. 

2. Fix and dwell upon the conſideration of the latter End of your wayes, 
Settle it upon your hearts by frequent and thorough Medication, that it 
may ſtick by you, and abide with you , hold your hearts coir, and ler not 
you? thoughts eaſily divert and ſlip aſide from the ſerious conſideration 
of it. Donotreſtin a {ight and ſadden apprettenſion of ic, bur roll ic in 
your mindes, and ponder it throughly,cthac you may ly the whole weight 


of this confideration upon your Souls. Do not men know very welf chat 
. theend of Swearing, and Drunkenneſs, and Unclemmneſs, and Diſobedience 


to Partnts, and Profanation of the Sabbath, and Unſruit\vIne(s wnder Or- 
dinances, and of deriding and maligning the wajes of goalineſs, and thoſe 
that walk in them, will be death and deitruQion from the Lord ? Yes ve- 
rily , but they do not conſider it, and revolve it in their mindes, ſo as to 
a: their heares wich ic. Oh ponder the path of thy fcer, and conſider 
much and often whither ic will lead thee in che concluſion. 
| 3. So conſoder the end of thy way of ſinning, aa to put an exd to thy way of 
thy courſe of (inning by ſound R-pentance, 
Ferious Application to the blood of Chritt for forgivegeſs, effeRual _ 
verſion 
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verſion to God, and thorough EW of thy Life and Converſa- 
tion. Con'ideration is not meer ſpeculative Contemplation, but practical - 
Reformation muſt be the end of it, aSir was of Davia's conlideration, 
Pſal. 119.59. I thought on my wayer, and turned my feet unts thy teſtimonies, 
The ?ews report it for a ſaying of Adam, that No man wonld fin, if he ſaw 
from the beginning to the end of things, Butl ſhall not ſtay longer on this 
Branch of che Exhorcation, | 

Secondly, As the words of my Text reſpe& the Body of a Nation,even 
T(racl, that were ſometimes the peculiar people of God : So give me leave 
to dire&t my Exbortatien to the People of New-England, or the Repree 
ſentative Body of the People of this Colony, and to perſwade the New- 
E ye to get and improve this Spiritual wiſdome, Vnderſt andingly 
and judicionfly to confider what will be the latter End of your ſinful wajes, 
and unworthy deportments before the Lord, As you are a people of many 
Mercies and Priviledpes, ſo I may well parallel you with /-ael, a people 
graciouſly conduRted and carried by the mighty hand of God to a place of 
Reſt,and Peace,and Safety, and Liberty ; and ſerled in the poſſeſſion of fin- 
gular Mercies and Advantages: and I wiſh with all my heart chat we could 
not ſee a caſf of their countenance in our own faces that as in ater face anſwe« 
r:th ro face(Prov.27.19.) ſo our ſpirits and wiyes did not anſwer theirs, 8 
that our mi/demeanors and unſutable deportments,were not commenſurate & 
correſpondent with theirs,as our mercies are. I make out the Parallel thus, 

I. Ton have been condutted to aplace of Reff and Liberty, and ſetled in the 
poſſeſſion of wery choice and (ingular Priviledges & Enjoyments.The Lord hath 
brought you over the great Ocean from your Native Land, the Land of 
your Progenitors,to 4 place of Reſt, where you have enjoyed ooh mer- 


cies. AS when there was a Diviſcon made of the babitable parts of the Earth + 
to the ſons of Adam. there was an Aſlignation of that good Land of Canaan 
in the purpoſe of God to the Children of 1ſrac/ (which ſcems to be the 
ſeaſe and importarc of that difficulr place, Dewt, 32.8. which hath put Ex-- 
poſicors,as the body of A/ah4 in the way did the people, 2 Sem.2.23. to 
a ſtand) ſo was there an Allotment, in the Counſel of God,of theſe Ends of, 
the Earth unto this pare of our Nation for the Bounds of their Habitation, 
This 9-i/dern:ſ7 was the place which God decreed to make a Cancas to” 
you : and what he thought in his heart, he hath fulfilled with has hawd, tn 
bringing you to this good [.an4, and providing wonderfully for your well: 
being here, Many and wo: d-r{ul are the Favours and Priviledges which: 
the Lo-d you: G od ha:! c enterred upon you, we oh g70 
1. Arto y1.,> Civil G@ wv r1>(t, Toz have had Moſer, Men, 1 mean, of 
the ſane ſp:rit, 12 /e.2c an 3 go before you, 7 he | ord hath not given Chilarew 
to be your Leadirs, and Babes to rule over j- , which is thi eatned as a great 


Judge wells » 


=— * he an es —— 


18 ] 
Judgement, portending and _—_ way for the ruine of Jeryſalem.and fait 
_ of Fadah, 1/4.3.4,8.) bur Pieus, Fachful,Prudent Magiſtrates, men in Wiſ- 
dome and Underſtanding, He hath not ſer Task-maſters and Oppreſſors 
| over vs,or cauſed tho/e that kate ws to rule over 14,45 he threatens, Lev,26, 
17. At aroar:rg Lion and a ranting Bear, (0 ts 4 Wicked Ruler ever the poor 
| preple,Prov.28.15. God hath delivered yuu from the Paw of the Lion and 
and of the Bear, ſo that you have not known by wotul experience to this 
Cay, wiat a wicked appreſling Ruler-m:ans, nor ſeen one of thele cruel 
and imperious Beaſts among yov. God hath not given us Rulers thar 
would fleece us,that wou!d pull-che bread our of our mouches, that would 
Prinde our faces and break our bones, that would undermine and rob us 
of our Liberties, Civil and Religious, tothe enſliving of this people and 
their children after them ; but he hath given us men of Nebemiab's ſpirit, * 
thac haye not ſought themſelves, bur ſincerely deſigned the good, and con- 
fulced rhe welfare and proſperity of theſe Plantaziens, to go in and out be- 
fore us : Men that have npt tigorouſly exaQted the bread of the Governour, 
(Nchb.5.18.) but have chearfully receded from their own Right, fympathi- 
zing with, and compaſfionately conſidering the low eſtate and condition of 
this peopie. Nor hath the Lord in diſpleaſure left us to be Levellers and: Li-, 
bertimes,co do every man what ſerms food in his own eyes. Thus far he.hath des. 
livered us from Anarchy and Confxſon,as well as ace Tyranny , and ſet 0+: 
yer ps pidvs and fairhful Rufers, that have heen indeed. (according to, 
the obligation & intendment of their Office, Rom.13.3,4.) 4 terroar to evil, 
x #nd nor to = Works,aud AMinifters of God to a for good : which is an ad-- 
y Mirable and invaluable mercy, I kniow indeed that profane and licentious} 
b- perfons would have. Magiſtrates that would connive ar, and countenance- 
Y nk 6 Druskenneſs, and Filthin:ſc,and Sabbathrbr: ating, and; 
| * theElike groſs enot mities, that there might be no 21aſter of -Reftr aint, or 
. Coercive Power exerciſed in the Jand,that they might ſin without controll, 
a4 go to hell without interruption or moleſtation ; and that wanton Go- 
ror giddy Profeſſors min of corrupt mindes, would have Magiſtrates thrae - 
llow chem 17  pabliſhio and ſpreadirg their aamnable Merefrer,dilturr |. 
4 the Peace and Ordet of the Churches of Chriſt, and ſpurning ax, or. - 
© ſeater their foor upon all that is precious and ſacred amongſt us. But be-+ 
"Wold rhe Frodnrſs and patience of God! notwithſtanding all our contempt of 
' .them,murmurings againſt chem, ynſutable behavior towards them, inſeali- | 
- bien the greatneſs of our mercy in the enjoyment of them, uneafineſs | 
G:ffefted perſons under their Gopernmwent,or attempts of men | 
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to bereave us of them, yet we have ſtill ow” rulers as at the ft, F onr coun- 

* ſer ax at the beginning, And though maiy of our worthy Patriots have ated 
their parts gracienſly,wiſcly, fairhfully,& gone off the ſtage with _——_, yet , 
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thee ira ſacceatariation or ſucceſſion of men intheir places of: the. like 
Spirit, Principles and Abilities. This is becaufe the Lord-our' Gol bath. 
loved our Iſrdel, a Chron.g.8. God hath walled ws about witha,godly Ma- | 
piſtracy, given us Rulers our of our ſelves ( which was thy privitedge of 
Iſ-ael, that ihey might take w/ſt men, and underfanding, 'and known «- 
meng thery Tribes to be Rulers ever them, Peut. 1. 1 3.) & bath cauſed juflice 
and judgement 10 run down among us as a mighty ſtream. One of the 
great miſeries of the World is the Tyranny and Opprefſion of Rulers; 
God hath thus far ſecured you from it, and given you to tafte'the ſweet 
and pleaſant fruits of a good Magiſtracy. Good Magiſtrates,good Laws; 
ard the yigorous Execution of them hath becn the priviledge and plory © 
New: England, wherein you have been advanced above moſt of the Na- 
tions of the Earth. This is a mercy of no ſmall elevation, | 
a. A: to your Senttuary mercies. God hath ſeq ueſtred you from the _; 
reſt of the World, allured you into this Wilderneſs, and brought you in * 
ro theſc parts of the Earth ( out of the fireets of Rome, as ſomeconceive, : 
Whether rightly or no, | cannot determine ) that you might ſet up his way 
and worſhipinthe purity and Goſpel-glory of it. This waythe refrefh- 
ing mercy of God to his People when he firſt brought them over, and 
that which ſweetned to them meny a bitter Cup, and ſupported them un- 
der the burdenſome inconveniencies of & Wilderneſs condition. Herc 
you have ſcen the goings of 'God in the SanQuary ; the ſmgers before gndl 
Tc players on Inſtraments after, Plal. 69.24,2 5 the erdcerly Admianiſtra- 
tion of the Worſhip and Ordinances of Go. Church officers duel 
Qualified, ang ſet apart to their work and ruling authoricatively m+ 
'Lord, according to the ofder of the Goſpel, uſidg their pow#t?'to 66d 
cation, and not to deſtruction: Avd Chucch members eflowed;unduſwy 
their liberty and priviledye, obeying ard conſenting in -a duc exerci 
their Judgement of Diſcretion: he Doctrine of Faith duely diſpenſed 
the worſhip of God ſolemnly celebrarcd without the mxxrureof. humans, 
"Inventions and Diſcipline admin'ftred ( for the ſubFance thereof )' acct 
' ding to the appointment of Jefus Chriſt. And-in caſe of difficdltids. 
emerging through want of light or peace, Councils orderly -afleniblidgg ; 
-and aQting in the fear of God, Ainiſterialy declaring the mind bf God, 
and commending their advice to the Churches concerned, without! way 
irregular impoſing upon their liberty. And this courſe ulfo attended ygr- 
nerally with the Bleſſing of God for the final flue of controverſies, ahd 
* ending of. differences. Theſe are ſuch mercies as are almoſt aj 
' ly yours, if all circumſtances be colidered; ſo that hardly any People | 
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 Pantage, over and above giveathem other meccics.. Yea, and 8s he ſairh 
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under beaven equal yog in this reſpect. God hath inſtructed us, as he did 
Iſrael in the Wilderneſs,. Dewi. 32.10. you. have, been provided of all 
helps attd advanteges for the edificatios of your ſouls anda zich Bleſſing 
apen-them. This s the Mi'k ind Honcy with which this Capaas (though 
a Wilderncſs' flows. Here you have ſeen the Rivers,the Flouds, the Brooks 
of Honey and Bitter, Job 20.17. And for the continuance of theſe mer- 
cies, the Lord hath given you Schools of Learning, and proſpered thae 
work of the e4ucatien of your Children in the hands of thoſe that have 
nndertaken it,both in infei our private Schools, and in the Colledge (that 
Nutſcry of Piety and good Lutcrature ) even to admiration. So that 
God hath made this Wilderneſs to be glad for his People, and this Deſact 
to rejoyce and blufſome as a Roſe, Ilai. 35.1. 

3 Astotboſe great bleſſings of Peace and Plenty, at leaſt a competency 
and ſufficiency of outward comforts. You have here in theſe Chambers 
' of Secreſie and Safety which God hath brought you into,in this phace of 
Retiremeat and Hiding, enjoyed peace and reft, when other parts of the 
World have been embroiled, and that dear Nation of which you are a 
part, hath been involved in Blood and DiſtraCtions, empticd from Veſſel 
to Veſſel, undergoing ſtrange alterations. The Lord hath been a Wall of 
fire about us, and bis falua ion appointgd for Walls and Bulwarks to us. 
Here the glorious Lord hath been unto us a place of broad Rivers and 
Streans: to defend us from all aanoyances: And our eyes have ſeen our 
Sion, the City of our Solemnities andour /eruſalem a quiet Habit ation, a 
Tabernacle noj 1taken down, neither the ſtakes removed, nor Cords broken, 
Iſgi.z35.20,21, The mercy of the Lord hath compalled about his People 
thathaeve cruſted in him. Deliverances have been commanded ſeaſonably, 
and no weapon formed againſt.us hath proſpered, God hath found us in. 
this Deſart Land, and compaſſed us about, and kept us as the Apple of bis 
Eze, Deut. ;2. 10. And all that have attempted to devour you have 
offended, and evil hath com upon them ; juſt as it was with tbe Adverſa- 
ries of Iſrae!, Jer.2.3. Gecd hath ſcattered bis favours, and dealt out his 
; bleſſings witha liberal hand to you: Having bleſſed you in bgsket and 


*. * fore,& raiſed you up 10 ſome conliderableneſsin theWorld from low be- 
 * guanivgs. Gods People followed him into this Wilderneſs for Himſelf, 
3* andfor his Kingdome and Righteouſacſs, & he hath added & caft in over 


- andabove other things alſo: when they crame,they athed Communion with 
Himſelf, in bis Wor ſip and Ordinances, this was the one thiny they deſired, 
3 David ſpeaks, Pſal. 27.4. And he hath in away of. ſurpluſage and ad- 
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to: D 404d, '2 Sam. 72.7; Is 5-7 ut he hath donehad notbernicnobgh, be 
wou'd moreover have given you ſuch and ſuch things. Ke hath-girei 
yoy more in a:fenſc then he promiſed you, much more then the {./it..24- 
nent1ircrs and Tudertakgrs couldrationally expect or promiſ themlelves 
ina Wilderncfs. Ft! SQ 04.3; 2 oO Oo oil lhe ul 
Andindecd, if we caft up the Accompt, and Summe up all our-mercies 
and lay all things together, this our Common-wealth ſeoms to cxhibim ro 
us a ſpecimen, or a litile medel of tbe Kingdome of Chris upon E arth, not 
in the wild ſenfe of thoſe that are called Hifs-monerchy men, but in the ſo- 
- bor ſenſod{ many of our Divines, wherew'irisgerierally ackaowicdged 
andexpefet, -This work-of God ſet on foot utdd advanecd to & good 
Degree here, being ſpread over the face of the Earth; and perſecied as 
to greater Degrees of Light and Grace and Goſpel gidry will be { as [ 
Conceive) the Kinguome of /eſus Chriſt ſo much ſpoken of by ben 1635 15 accont- 
'plifhed, you may theniay #Fe bath raken to mfelf his great Power and 
Rergny, and bat the 'Kims doms of - tbis Worid are become the King deme s' 
our Lord an of vi? Ch3#, Rev. 1 1.3 5,19 You have been at if City 
an bill; thevgh in a remoce and obſcure Wilderneſs ) 45 a Catdle in4ba 
Candicfickthat gives bis hr 1014 whole Houſe. You have,to a conſiderable 
[Digfce,cnlightner the whote clone (world I mean) as ro*the pattern 
'of Gold Hewſe, the Forra and Fefbion-and? Oatgoings and —_— 
there? convinced vo hdped mary, andfefr others; that ſrarrhelr by 
againſt the T.ight of y-1)<Profefiion and Praiſe; withour excilſe, - 'God 
he: bat doirg ( itmy Approbention )(the ſane thing for 'thE ThY- 
Ragcvs. ic vere, that ſhall bo Lone myre tmiverially and gloriorfly; when 
cIfeatl jr 44 blam & bud 3 f "419 face of the world w thy ri: Ia. 27, you 
heve 4644.4 thevgh an handful! of priple _—_— fromthe preattft pert 
of the Chriſtian World ! as it'*s prophefled of Moby remnant tak 
ſouls be in the midſt of many People. | Air, 5.7. ) aa 'T ew fyorr is 
Lore , Ond as the ſhowers «pon"the gr:ſ1. God hath privilztged and hd- 
nouced you greatly in this reſpeR. 6; 
' 2 All this batb bugn accempliſhdfor you by the mighty Hand of God. 
"Though not in a way of ni{r1d&2 (asit wes with Iſra (Fpldyexin | 
way of wonders of mercy and Gracc, ind gloribus appratudtts, "AN this, *F 
iS not come to pals, either by the m*er counſel of man, or by thahce ans 
Accidear, They were wiſc and ſober,2ud induBiriens 46d good men thaf# .. 
Tax] our Foundations, and did what men covid do, (in their ſeveral oo - 
cifics”) towards the ſetling vs upon laſting Foundatigns of Ri hteouſtc 


ang Holineſs : but there hath all along appearcy morcof God thiife 
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ap is it. It muſt be acknowledged with all Humility and Thenkfulaeſs, 
that ic is God hicaſelf chat hath brougbt. us hitherto, as David (peaks 
2 $4a11.7.:8. you got not this Land with, your. 0wa Sword or Bow, your 
power and policy ;, Ceaſe ye from mar in this reſpect; Bat it was « Land 
which the Lord eſpyed out for you. Exe. 20.6.1 may appeal gonfidently to 
the conſciences of thoſe.that hear me, that have any pleaſure inthe great 
works of God, and have.confidcred the operation of bis hands, Was it not 
the mighty hand of God upen thoſe.,Worthics that firſt came over, that 
touched and bowed their hearts, that made them willing to leave a plea- 
fant Land ( Dulce ſelum natale) the Land of their Fathers benudcders, 
and of their own Natiwities, to. relinquiſh. their ſettlements and fair ac- 
com-dat'ivns ( as to many of them ) and their dear Friends & Relations, 
that they loved as their own ſouls, with whom. it was in their hearts to 
have lived and dyed: and to caſt, not their bread, but, themſelves and 
their Fami ics upon the great waters, to venture all upon the meex mercy 
'of God { who called them to his foot as he did the righteous man whom 
be raiſed from tte Eafl, Iſa.41.2. ) And to follow him into a wilderneſs, 
8 land that was not ſown, a place of great hardſhips and difficulties? And 
was it not God. who then ſweetacd their wilderneſs condition to thera, 
conducted them as with the Pillar of Cloud and Fire, protected them 
from the many dangers thac threatned them, and direQtcd them (being 4 
Sun 4iwil as a ſhield unto them, Plal.84. 11.) inthe bappy ſcitlement of 
Church and State, effgCting great things by ſmall and Jeſpicable means? 
was it not the ſame mighty hand of God, that routedand pur to flight the 
ſpirit of Error and Hereſie that was growing and getting bead among, you 
ja your bcginning times, plazoly. threatoing the ſubverſion of your State, 
and the deftruction of your Cjvil and Sgcred Concernments ard Enyoy- 
ments? was it not the ſarne Almighty Arm that vanquiſhed the Pequoty 
.and put the dread and terrour of you into the hearts of the. Natives, that 
you have awels [afcly in this wilderneſs, and ſlejt ſecurely tu theſ. woods. ? 
Exth_34.4;. Hath not the Lord given a miſc arrying womb unto all ſuch 
as have conceived and been big with miſchievous deſigns againſt you ? 
Infomuch that all their counſels and endeavours have been abortive and 
k, Sreitl.ſs? .Hath not the ſame Hand of the moſt High broken the head of 


" *anany a Leviathas in pieces, and given him to be meat ta ( the Faith of ) 
bis people inhabiting this wilderaeſs ? Pſal.7 4.14. Path not that glori- 
& vos hand of God been ſtretched ous from year to year for your Defence 


avd Delivergaee, though you, are maligned andeavyed, and.there have 
beca-Attemp:s ang bazardops. oney top, made vppn you?. gg 
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ſepfible experience of the lighting down of the omnipatent Arm of God 
en your bchalf,” Happy art thou Oh New ox qr 748]! who is like un- 
fothee, O people ſaved by the Lord, the Shield of thy help, and whous thi 
Sword of thy ExcWme, randibine enemies bave brew fount ly #r i kutd thes: 
as Moſes (pes upon conſideratin of the Condition of that [ſ#ael, Deut. 
J3-29. So that as he ſaith, Bleſs ye the Lord from the Fountain of |ſracl. 
Pſal. 68. 26. That is, cither you that derive your Original from the Fouk- 
tain of /acob ard {ſracl, that defcend from him as his naturs1 off-ſpring and- 
Poſterity, ( asthie words are generally expoudded.) or (if I may be altow: * 
ed ſo to'gloſs and improve thens) Blefs Fm for of tbe metcics that hays 
been conferred upon you from 'the Fountain, of firſt Original of Iſrael 
to this Dey. So, letthe Suceeſſors and ſeed of thoſe that laid our Founda- 
tions bleſs the Lord, yea, let their ſouls and alb within thems bleſs his boly 
name, for all that he hath: done for'vs from the Fountaig and Foundjtion 
of this plantation. We may fay with wanderment(Calthoft*' in the words 
of e Hoſes, Deut.q4.32: Ask now of many ef rhe Ages that are paſt, and 
ask from one fide-of Heaven unto the other, whether there hath been any 
ſuch Thing as this great Thing is, or hath been heard like'it, for many ge- 
nerations? Hath Godrſfaycd togo and take him a part of « Niatjon from 
the raid(t of a: Nation, by temptations, by ſigns, 'by wonders, 'by a migh- 
'ey band &by an out-ſtrethed arm,sccording to afl that the Lord yout God 
- hath done for you before-youreyes ? God hath ſhewn us almoſt unexam- 
pled unparalled mercy. And it were very well if there were a' memorial of 
theſe things faithfully drawn up, and tranſmitted ro Poſterity, as the Re- 
verend Servant of God, that ſpoke to you the laſt yrar,-moved and advie 
fed. Mri' Shepard's Election Sermon, pag. s 5. 16. -Howeveg itisour great- 
duty-to be the Lords Remembrancer, or Recorders, Iſa. $2.6. that the + 
mercics of the Lord that hath allured us int#this wilderoels, ſpoken come - 
fortably to us ard dealt bountif ully with us therein ) may be faithfully re- 
giſtred in cur hearts, and remembred by vs. ltis a defireable thing, that 
all the loving kindneſſes of G-d, and his fingular favours to this pdot avd 
deſpiſed out caſt might be Chrunicled and communicated ( in the Hiſtoty 
of.them ) to Ho——_ Ages; that the memory of them may not dy and + 
Sc extinct, with the preſent Generation : And itis the unqueſtionable 
ty of every one of+us-to- keepin mind and conſider the ſignal worky 
the Lord, and: the- operation of bis bands for and in the behalf of hiz gear- 
people in this gr mn ks wY 
Now then;thisbeiag * Condition” that youart in a manner 
"vud.{racig thivirmercies : ang _ ir ehe*apprebienſivn of all pLarriny | 
"oY wg. 
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br have becn cqmai d tOcthis great Atlumniy (ſo coniiderdble as 
agar aad public Capaculys as wcjl as nyazecouinels oi the: Au- 
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calling 
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calling and commiſſion from Jeſus Thrift, TreFent Fabruia Fabri. 
Moreover, I have conſidered { as' n Diſconragement from: attemipting 
any thing inthis kind ) that } am mich a ſtranger to the Spirits, and Prin- 
ciples, and Practiſes of. men in this Country, and greatly unacqueinted 
with the ſtate of affairs among you, and that it is noedfic matret to gain 
thorough and certain information. And that good' caution alſo came to 


minde, es a ſeaſonable memento, Metros 'a, amptypas ol | 4 Stranger 
muſt be no needleſs medley. 1 conſidered ai:o, that where men are in a di- 
vided pothure, and their hearts are bot within them, there is ſmall bope 
of doing any good. To what purpoſe is it to charm deef Adder? {och 


are men uſually that are addicted to fides and parties: .rhey are deaf on = 


one (ide, and cannot hear of that ear. If a man had the meckneſs and 
gravity,and Fatherly ſpirit and aftetion that 210 fes diſcovers in the Book 
of Deuteronomie, the Wiſdome and Reaſon of Solomow or Paul, the 
Tongue and Eloquence of Iſazeb, the beſt accompliſhments of "} Son of 
Adam: yetit would in reaſoa ſignitic little, where he hath to do with 
the ignorance, the pride, the perverſeneſs, the conceitedneſs, the m_ 
Ccs, the opinionativeneſs of engaged inen. Many good men, though mM 


no good frame, are too like him in the Comedy, that (aid o'v Aug 15 TY 
74 Ons Ariſbopb. Plut. Thou foalt not pe-ſwade me,no,thongh thou doſt pev- - 


{wade me. | conſidered alſo that things are run much to ruine- among vs, 
and gone beyond man, ( the counſel and help of man ) and thatir muſt be 


©te05 79 (41 xa sGcd alone in ſome more then ordinary way of 
working that can retriye the Intereſt of Chriſt among vs, and reduce us 
again, Probable it is, that it muſt be ſome ſharp alition, ſome-fmarting 
rcd, or ſore tryal that muſt come upon theſe Churches to redure them 
generally to their old trembling frame of ſpirit at the Word of God, and 
humble ſubmiſſion to the diſpcaſation of it: And there is great reaſon to 
conceive that many Profcilors may be grown Sermon-x roof, that we had 
as good preach to the Heavens aod Earth, and direct our diſcourſe to the 
Walls and Seats and Pillars of the meeting houſc, and ay, Hear, O ye 
Woalls,give ear O ye Seats and Pillars, as to many men in theſe Churci- 
cs, that arc deaf to all that 15 cried in their ears by the Lords Mefſſcogers, 
and are ind:ed like Rocks in the Sea, nor to be ſtirred and moved by the 
beating and dathing of theſe waters of the Sar Atuary, or by the ſtrorigeſt 


guſt of rations! and aflectionate diſcourſe that can blow upon them. I_ 


. conſidered allo that there may be tog many, even in the Boſome of New- 
Eoglſh Chur ches that have livedlng in that great ſin of conffotciog 
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the faithfull Miniſters of Chriſt, and, gloried 'in their Rebellion 2puinft 

the Autbority ef Chrift in his Churches, and plauſibly , but fallly 

called it, an afſcrting of their Libertves, and. Defence of the Priviledge 

of the. Brethren, and that do. cvcn reli; 101;/ly deſpiſe: and deride thoſe 

that oppoſc their darling Notions : and be that r.buketh @ ſcorner, getteth 
bimjelf a Bled. It may bs juſtly feared, that it is all the Religion ſome 

mea have, to vilifie, and -traduce, and low'r the reputation .and Authority 

of the Miniſters of Chriſt, Time was, when the Mcſſengers of Chrift , 

the Maiters of Aſſemblies, were precions and welcome, (even when they 

& came with @ Rod, as Paul ſpeakes, 1 Cor. 4 21.) and their Feet beaytifull 
4" wad their words very acceptable, yea, were as Goads and Nayls that made 
great Impreſſioe, and took faſt bold in the hearts of hearers, and were 
atly heeded on ſubh an occaſion as this. ' But now they are become 
thc Exemics of ſome men, becauſe they tel! them the Truth, Too many 
profeſſors are like Fzekiels bearers, that were ſtill.calking againff kim 
by the wals & in the doors of their bouſes, even then when chey would come 
and ſit before bim,& hear his\words as comming for, from the Lord,and it 
was a8a wovely Song, and a pleaſant fit of muſuce to thern, Exek;33.30,31, 
'32:Fconlideredalſo thatit 1a matter of ſoine difficulty, a dangerous; un- 
gertaking, to fearch the wounds of this poor Country, leſt inſtegd of 
lg and oa they ſhould be but the more enflamed, irritated. and 


, . However baviag this oportunity, unſoughtand undefired by me, nay 
; thruſt upon me, | ſhall adventure (as God ſhall aſſiſt} fo ſpeak ſomething 
, ' to.the preſent caſe and condition of the Country : If weakly and v2ad- 
viſcdly in any refpect, 1 beg pardon of God and of kis People; Art if 
"the Lord help to avy words of wiſdome ; I'know widome will bc jufti- 
CIP irs Children, whoever catidemn it,and 1 ſhall deliver my ow © lou], 
and exprefs my compaſſion to the ſouls of others, and my faithſul-e1 to 
the Iatereft of Chriſt in New- England, and thoſe that wall uot 1:car thall 
be inexculable. The conditionof: Aﬀeairs at this junEture calls for ſome- 
thing. ——[s magnis yoluifſe ſat eft. 1 beſcecb you lend me 3 patient 
and popefodiced ear. | Ideſiga not the grieving or gratifying 0:-any pat- 
- bat the faichful diſcharge of my duty, according to the know n pra- 
Ute. on pre example of the worthy Servants of the Lord before me 
(ſome of whom are yet with us, and others falo aſlcep in Jeſus) on the 

| like occaſion. SET | _; 
| _ That which Thaveto commend'ts you, and entreat of you ( Rh in the 
'-beweli of Ieſus Chrift) is, the wider ft anding, ſerius conſideration of the _ 
Lo | en 
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end of your unſu abld ant unbeceoming leportonciits beftra the” Lord; inthe 
.good Land which be bath grapwuſly given you; Andbecauſe igentral Lak: 
courſes affect andedifie tte, | crave leave here toinſtance 19 lomaparti. 
culars, that | maythe better accofnmodatc.avd durect. you in the. mattage- 


4nent of thisImportant Duty vf conflacr ing your latter 2nd, »: Therefare, ; - 


1. Confider what wrk be vbe latter end of that great decayof #bapomutgrd 


frattijc of Godlineſs that is but too viſible amoug Ki. Are not even. thauy 


old Diiciples, Protetflorsof a long itanding, that for a long tinre have been 
accuſtomed to the-yoke of. Religion, grow n weary and drowlic, and next 
unto tormaland cuitomary m their performances ? Though they do- nog 
;poſhbly, make any notorwrs and icandalous Digreion and Divabod 
trom the good wayes of God, but are drudging and plodding oniina viſt- 
ble regular courſe of Obedience and Profetiion: yet behold, n $a; a wears- 
neſs 1518? They are not diligent and ative to ſtir up themtclves to take 
hold of God, and work out chez ownjalvation, and forgeiting the things 
that are bchind, to pres towards the mark, and to, purſue and proſecute 
and reach forth unto thcle and thoſe Chrittian cxcellencies which arc be- 
fore them. How ſew watch and keep their garments, and gird up the loins 
of their mings, that walk and arg nct faint, rits, and are nos weary in the 
wazes of Gog? Norbut that there-are.yet ( throvgh, the great mercy of 
God) many, ver y mary living, ghriving, waking 'pgwerful Chriſtians 
among us, that have anotber-ſytrit, and follow God jnlly. ( as Caſchdid, 
Numb. 1 4.24. ) wboſe ſouis follow bard after. God{(as he ſpeaky,Pſp.6 3:8) 
and that walk with b1m with much exatnejs, according t: the tenour of the 
Covenant, with whom the Lord is well pleaſed,and for whiit jakes it fares the 
bettey with 1 at th's day. But whar thall we ſay of tac Body of Profch 
ſors among us? Arethey not grows cuſtomary,formal,ſupernciary, luke. 
warm, netther hot. nor cold? and what can be expected hut that the. hord 
Jeſus ſhould grow ſick of vs, and ſpue us out of his mouth, as he threataed 
the Church of Laodicea, Rev. 3.16, He that remembers the god old Spirit 
of Thoſe that fofowed God iuto this wilderncſ. ; the' Faith, the Fervency, 
the Zeal for God, the good 5feGi0no his Ordinances, the: dear love tg 
his Meſſengers the Heavenly-mindedneſs, the Diligenge in working out 
their own Salvation, and watching over their Hearts and Tongacs'and 
Converſations, that pradical Piety, and power of Godlineſs, when the King- 
com of Heaven ſuffered violence, and Religion was the great buiſineſs, 
and A{tin a manner, of ſuch as had given up their: Names to God, and 
ſubſcribed with their hands anto the Lo:d : rannot but eagy diſcern a ſad 
altcration of the-ſtate cf things _— Profeſlors, that much of our ſilver 
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at] 
& beoomnh draſe, andar winemaixed with mater, aud that the. Deurbttr 

$iow bath contra@ed filth that bad need bepurged away. Ob bs iS Ald 
Senſe of the evil of ſo? that Dread of. the Aſajefty and Terrour of the 
Lord? that Pear of the wrath to cons? that care and vigorous endeavour 


- foſecure an happy condition in the next World? where are thoſe fervent 


Prayers, »nulterable groans, invacible wreſftinegs with Ged?. that tcrious,; 
and frequent meditation, that trembling at the Word, maymy baft and not 
delaying to keep th: Commandments of God? are not the wiſe (as well as 
Fooliſh ) Virgins ſlun. bring and ſiceping ? As the Spouſe ſaith, [ſeep but my. - 
beart bes Cant 5:2. Theyarein. a great meaſure oppreſt and over- 

bora with ſecurity ; And others faſt aſl:cp; their eyes cloſed, and hearts 
aſleeptoo. Heace ſo many. Dreaming Profeſſors among us. . Do not 
men too generally turn Rel:gion into a Formslity and keep up a geudy pd- 
geant of Riligion in a courſe of Profeſſion, that hath no life nor. ſoul in ig? 


Profeſſors do not walk. zxp18's with that accuratench and cireum- - 
ſpectionthattacy were wont ro do : but are grown careleſs and ſleepy 
becauſe the Bridzgreowpt tarricth, and wax weary of well-doing, and ſyffe 
their love to = cold, and ftumble at ſuch tones 23. are commonly laid 
intbe way of a long profeſſion? do not ſome of them. begin to eat with 
the gluttoniour, and drink with the drinkn, and ſmity their fellow. ſervants, 
breauſe their Lord dulayes bis coming ? verily the hearts of men gengraſly 
erenot15ft ip iv the waye: of the Lord, 2 Chroti. 17:6. nor engaged throur 
iy to ſeek after bim, but they walk at all adventures wich fem, Levit:26.21. 
And there are a Generation of hecdleſs Proſeſfſors:among us, that-take no 
heed to walk in the Law of the Lord with all their bearts; which was the 
Cbaratter and Brand of. lebu, forall his bigh: profeſfion of Zeal for the 
Lord of Moſts, 2 King.1o 3 r. what ſettling and thickoing upon the lees 
of ſecurity and ſenſuality, ſloth and cafe, doth the Lord Jeſus obſerve a- 
_ us, that ſea» cbeth leruſalem with Candles? Zeph.12. what a deal of 
Drofs clexving to men doth He take notice of, wboſe fire is tn Sov, and fur - 
nece in leruſalem? Here is much-preciods Wheat but what a deal of Chaffe 
will be found, when Chriſt comes #© /ift, and winnow,; and purge bi; fioon 
throughly> When the poſile gives us, the CharaFer of thoſe Jaft and 
perilout times that ſhould overtake the Church of God, he reckons pp 
ſunMFevils that too many Profeſſor; in thoſe dayes ſhoulg be addicted to: 
And | withhis prediction were not verified among us in all the patticulars 
of it. ' Men _— } fbaltbe beers of themſelves (, purſuing their own 
dS» cxicR.of the good 'of- others.) Covetour, or Lovers of 
Afoney , Polſitrs (inſolent and. yaig; glatious);- Proud: { ſupercilious, 
_ TS | - _ vaunting 
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yavariog or faunting Proſcfſors ) Blaſphemers ( ſcueviſons and +bubiye re- 
vilers ot vthes ) Lijebrdien bo & arents ( thatis, Deipiters 'of the lawiyl 
Authorry not ouly of natural Parents, but of Cavil and Ecciefiafticai Riu 
lcrs, ane vt luperiours fn all Socteties, Famihes, Churches, Cummoun- 
wcauul } Uatbenkful ( that are not to be won by any kir:d:.cacs, Lut are 
uugraiciul 10 men of worth and uſctulneſs, that Lave obityed them by all 
mince of Civilicies ang Services ) T/nboiy, or Froupbane ſpirited meangwith- 
$1: wainrab Aﬀedion, Truce-breakers or Perficious ( that m.k. nv Conſei- 
eAcc of words and covenants, bur violate theur pronutcs and engagements) 
Kalje Accuſers (Devils, the Original word is or Make bates and Calumnige 
tors ) Incuntineas or incemperate ( that arc burndin fleth and drowned in 
ſcaluality) Fierce (men of ſavage and bruitiſh diſpoſitions that will adnue 
of nu moueration ) Deſpiſers of boſe tas are good, ( tuct} as clngot love 
good wen bur defpile them, be they Magiſtrates or Mmiters, men of 
Fay -ard great Worth ) Traitors ( perfidious to thecaule and latereſt of 
Chat, to their beſt ſriends that repole confidence in them )' eady ( vio- 
lent men that are not to be check'd end reſtrain'd by Reaſon or Conſcience 
Within any bounds of ſobricty, but. are preciputately carries on, as theis 
bling affections and paſſions hurry them ) Heigb-minded {' arc Lords 
and Reign as Kings, ard have an high Opinion of rheqaſclves, an overy 
weeniing concei of thigir owl excellencics) Lovers of pleaſures more then 
loves of God ( preferring their own carnal picaſuces before the holy will 
of God) Andthe Cloſe of all is; Having 8 Form (a ſhew, appearance 
or vizor) ef Godheeſt but denying the power, thereof. 1 need lay. poking 
more by way of Application : ooly mind that the Apoſtles Exhortation w, 
frons ſuch turn «way, : Tim.3.'1-- 6. And therefore we may well cum 
clude, that Jeſus Chrift will turn away fromthcm, god have oo pleaſure 
in them. ' Tbs, this is the lad Apoſtacy that many ia New- ZE nglarg are 
guilty of, A viſible decay of, and declenſicn from the praCtile of piety pad 

wer of Godlinefs ſcizing upon a very conliJerable part of the profelr 
ing party of theſe Plantationg, as to perſonal holineſs and zcal for the 
precions intereſt of Jeſus Chrift amopg.us. An' Hour of Temptation is 
come upon us, the deſperate effeAts and iſſues whereof are plainly ſeen in 
the Decay of Love, the ſubverſion of the Faith, and. partial or nogal A- 
po cy ol many perſons. Qur vaia jangliogs, and contentions,andRtriſes, 
nd d-bates (thoſe Suckers that draw. away all tie. nquriſhment from the 
ſubſtantial parts of godlineſs) are gn evidence that we are grown caroal, 
that once were « ſpiritual people, 1 Cor. 3. 3. We have many fearful in> 


ſtances, tremendous Examples of bathiliding : fo that the goodly = 
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eſow of many perſons expires in ſad revele ramThe Truth to vile Op;ue 


ns, or from the power of gcd:ijne{s ta Jaoſe and. liceutipus courſes. þ 
have ag1inlt thee, much againſt chce,msy Chriſt:ſay to WNerr-langland, as 
he ſaid to Fphcſus, Rev. 2. 4 becgiiſe thou Lajt left thy firihlave. And what 
will be the Lafter end of this, but the removing of our Candleſticks, the 
lofs of the preſence and favour of Chriſt, the depaxture of the Glory of 
the Lord from vs, the caſting away of the $4/!t that ath loſt its-ſavouy ? 
2. Conſeder vihat vuill be the lattgr end of the great conterpe of and, un- 
Fr uitfulneſs, under the Dijpe: ſutiun of the Word and Ordmances among Us., 
Dd not your pwn Conltliences tell you, that the Market and Price of Or: 
dinances is very low at this day ? Houſes and Lands, [.ots and Farms, and 
outward accomodations are of more value with many people, thcn the 
Goſpel ang Goſpel-ordſnances. When the Ark of God way taken, 1t 
was the ſac [ mentation. of that ggod Womaa, the Giory is d: parted, from 
17:4:!7 ah ER her,Sen Ichabod,that is, wvbere is the glory? 4 $40, 
4.21.22. As1F ſhe had ſaid, you tell me of the Birth of a 5on; but where 
is the Glorg of Iſrael? you ſhew me a Son indeed, but can.you ſhew me 
the Glory? ho alafs? the Glory is departed from lIſract, for the Ark of Gud 
is taker. Tit Ark of God was the glory in her cycs. But how many 64 
mong os arethtexe to whom F'o:ks, and Herds, and Earthly Eojuyments 
are Glory? as they were to Labans Sons, Gen. 31. 1. ) rather then the 
Arkh of God's preſence and his Holy Ordinances? where is that love to 
the'Word, that affcQion to Sacraments, that: longing for Sabbaths sr 4 
Lecture dayes, that holy care to prepare for a mecting with God at ſuch 
times, and toimprove them, that was wont to' be among vs? Oh that 
old tove, andzeat, and affeion, to the Ordinances and Meſſengers of 
Chriſt, thongh it'abid2th{ bleſſe i'be'God ) with ſome ill, is much aba: 
tcd and loft, as to the generality of Profeſſors in this Country. How 
Beautiful have thc Feet of thofe that brought the Gla1tid:ngs cf the Go: 
fpdd been? but now how burdenſome ? that Miniſters arc reckoned Bills of 
Charges, and were it nt for ſhame, I doubt ſome people could be well 
enough without chem, or wou'd entertain and ſet up 4ny piece of igno; 
rence and confidence (that would be cheap, cnough,) to diſfenſc the Ora; 
clcs of God, and the Holy Myſteries of Religiqn unto them, rather then 
wo beat'the charge to procure ard provide for men of Worth ard A; 
bility. - bis very thirig Fwout& make one, fear that New England 
Kath een tes Heſt day2s © nor is itto'be wopdrcd at, if this. yndgrvaluas 
tion 'ef the O.4inances of Go be Frrendd vinh preat vafrpicfulnels, 
Ob what barren Fi; trees ſand in this vipejard of th; Lord e How much of 
- h dn wrdes 3 | *%. 
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the Farth here: drinks in the rain of Heaven that comes oft pan it; and'* 
bring» forth. nothing bur briars and thorns? what will the cad-of this be, * 
but the cett1ng down of ſuch cumber/oms-Profe ff 13, and the bwning them' 
+. -uk. 13:718. Heb.6:8. If men like the deaf Adder, ſhall flop #herr Ears | 
and will not hearken to the woice of the witelt Charmers, Plal.58.5.7 
Donbtleſs God will ſend Serpents and Cock itrices among them which will 
not be charmed and trcy {hall bite them and make thoſe fe el that would ' 
;tot Lear. Jer. $ 179.-1t was the Critical Sin of the eas, that they refuſed to 
hearkcn tothe Ward of God; pulled away the ſhaulder, ftupt their Ears, ' 
made ther hearts as an «Adamant, iſt they ſhould bear the Law, andibe. 
wards which the Lord ſent in bis Spirit by the Prophets: And what was the. 
latter end of 1t? why, therefore came a great wrath from the {ord of Hoſts; + 
eAnd As be cried & they would rot ear; ſo they crizd, and be would not- 
bear, but ſcattered them with a whiwlwind among the Nations: and thus: 
they laid their pleaſanBland deſolate. Z<ch.7.11,12,13414. God, that, out 1 
of gracious reſpect -to your- Fathers and-Predeocitorsthat were a wits 
tmg end obedient people; turned-inis wilderneſs into a pleaſantſruitful 
hand, can ia ſevere wrath for your contempt of his. Word and meſſengers, i 
rurn thus land fato a wilderneſs again. I; is one Mithe praiſc-worthy per-: 
formances of God to make ſuch Adetamorphoſtrffticerations.” Pſal. i #7. 
4 3434+, Uc> If he. call and you refuſe tghearken, if he ftretch ot bus. Hand. 
a4 yoH regard not, he knows: how to laughrat your calamity, «ud: mock) 
when your fear cometh as deſolation, and your d: trution as a whrlwind.- 
Prov. 1.24,25,0c.yea,&to be deaf to all your calls and cries in the Day of ; 
your diftreſs & aoguifh, Would it be ſtrange if thoſe that will not hear the: 
voice of the Zords Prophets ſhould be. conſtrained to hear the voice of Ops; 
pre ſſors, or of Rrophet s.that ſhould ſpeak Lies inte Lords Name, and are 
Prophets of the d:ceit of their own hearts ? God may juſtly give.you Paſt-: 
ors aot aftcr 415 own heart, but after your own hearts 5 which is a wreadſuk 
judgment: what can you expect but to have ſuch -Poffare as are defcribed/ 
Jer. 23. beginn. Eztk,; 4.beginn. He will makes Fame of his Ward, or 
{mite you withfpenal judgerents, that you (hall {ce ad #101 fer on ſee your 
ſclyes into Blindneſs, and bear away-yotr beariag Ed, be 2 people pa 
Counſel and Inſtruttion, and conerad that woſul deafnels,: which is ſome- 
tines gotten by b:aring of Sermons, and is moſi engurable and fepiorable.; 
Verily GoJ wil rezwage- (in ſore way that will makethe hearts ofmcn 
oks ) the quarrel of his deſpiſed Word and Ordinances, if this fa dfd:fin- 
ful ;frame be not tim: 'y, regented-oh, + There: axe: few (lamafrait).in 
25:14P2 iſop tha, tr-mble a the Ward ef. God. Men arc '@ prqud, ond big 
849 j «l; an«./,iowing 42d good ig their owa Apprehenſions, to ftand trem- + 
E $- . blexs -- 
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Fling ig thapteſence of God, and humbly co receive their” Doom and See- 
. 'Fexcc trom the Lord. They come now as /u«gecs vt the Wore, and aotte 
| havethe ſecrers of their bear.s opencd, their Cajes ſcanncd, aud the jrate of 
their ſouls juaged by it; yea, as Criticks, to caip aud quarrel, and find tault 
withit. God will 1ook ( with a look of favour ana graciuus a:pect ) £9 
them that iremble at bis Word, Iia.66.2. But with lucha look as he caſt 
| Lpon the Egyptians through the black at.d uark lide or the cloud on allthe 
proud men among us, asihuſe aic calleu that ditobeyed tho voice of the 
Lord by leremab. Jer. g 3.2. At this voor came 1n the great calamity tnac 
befcl che lews 1a their ievemty yeas capuvity. Lne Lord Gus Gi their 
Faibers (eat to them by hu Ac fſengers, ripng up berimes and |. namyg 
becauſe b: bad compaſſion On bis pcoplt dud on bis autliing place ; but tvep, 
muckgd the mepcngyers of God, and dijpyed is words ana miſuſed by Fro- 
pbets, unit toe wrath of the Lord arovjc agamnFit bi yeoficy til there was 
no R.m-&y, 3 Chron 36.:5,46. Venly God Will pot tailc to vindicate 

the Honour of his deipitcd any abuld Miclicagers and Urdioances, 

3. Conſider what wit b. zbe latin End of twat Woridiineſ/e tnat is &- 
mong us. Would not that.great Apoſtle raul, if he were here tell you, ever 
weeprng,that many of you mund egriby things? FÞi. 3.19.18 not this an £ pi- 
demical Jiicale of Nevu Englape't the oirimn, the Geaue, the Spirit of 
many Profcilors among us? Hence general cating vegietid, the work 
of Religion goes 0a heavily, the ſtrength and {pirits of men arc exbauſied, 
or laid out on other things, and they have hu heart ta 6&[.t wark, to ta- 
mily dutyes, which are acg!eced, or flubbercd aud poitcd over thame- 
fully. Heacc great Contentions-adout little things , three penoy-rm uiers) 
and a little Þ4r k kindles a great fire. Hence grievous oppictlion, a 558 
that was aotorions in Ir acl and Iudeb , and contributed .rumark bly. to 

tbeit Calaniity. And arethere not fad complaints of this m Nevy- England? 

and are thcy altegether without cauſe? my not any man that oblerves 

what Griping, and Squeeſing, and Grinding the Faces oi tt e por, and 
Greedine(s there is among us, fear ic? Hence a private Selfith 1punt; 

that works of Charity and Beneficence, and of Publick concernmen are 
neglected to the damage of the publick and aiſgrace of Keligion. Hence 

| no progreſs in a Courle of Piety, ao getting onward in the jouruey to 
f Heaven; You have men now, where they were twenty years ago: For they 
þ are funle and tuck faft in the mire and clay of this p.elent world, & canoot 
; ſtir : There is much thormy ground in this Country, and the Seed of the 
.. Word is choaked, and the ipringing of any gocd un their Souls is checked 

#nd hindred by the care; of the World, deceitjulneſs of Riches and 1, #ts of 
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other things. There is {0 much rooting in the. Earth, that there is little 
growing upward, Heavenward, I mean: men arc coupling both Worlds 
together ( as one ſpeaks) that they may drive them both before them. 
Certain it is that ſuch mens hands will never be lifted up to any ſingular 


enteyprizes and Atchievements for God, and the good of the Sprieties 


where they live. This is ſuch a monfrous deportment of a Corenant people 
towards God, as might even tranſport Heaven and Earth into an Extaſie 
of Admiration and aſtoniſhment. ley. 2. 12,13. Nothing being {o porten- 
rous & prodigious in Nature,and beſide the courſe of it, as that a people of 
ſo many mercics and ſuch ſingular Engagetnents to the Lord, and of ſuch 
wonderful experiences of the fruit of dependence uponGcd,(houldforfake 
God,the Fountain of all their comfort,and run for ſupply ro empty, muddy 
pits, the periſhing vanities of this World. And what will the end be ? 
Thoſe that get Riches and net by right ( either ina way of Injuſtice, or 
Inordiaacy } ſhall be like the partridge, never hatch the Eggs tbey fit on, 
or enjoy.the good of their labours:but-ſhall leave them iv the midſt of their 
d.ycy and be Fools to purpoſe at tbeir exd. Jer 17.11. They may beap up 
fs ver as the duſt, but the Innocent ſhal divide it, and prepare Raiment as 
tbe clay, but the juſt ſball put it on, Job27.16,17. Nay Il amaprto thin 

that the Wnjuft and Cruel and wicked one may plunder it away and poſ- 
ſeſs i. yea, God wullTear away ſuchEftates ſooner or later, /0b. 20. 1 5.1t is 


feldonae ſeeo, that Eſtates gotten either injurionſly, or over-greedily-pro- 
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hath ſcarce any joy of them. And truly thegeneral end of this world! 
Ipirit among vs, is like to be this : that Church and Common: weglth wil 


be neglected, all fink, andthe Tree be chept down, 'or fall, whijeſt, men 


arc buſily building ard feathering their ſeveral Neſts in the Branches of j 
unleſs the Lord ſhew mercy. Sad it is, that many good men have ſo far 
forgotten their great Errard into this Wilderneſs. Sure they were other 
and better Thiugs the People of God came hither for, then the beſt Spot 
of Ground, the Richeſt Soil m the World, much more this: Wilderneſs 
can afford, You would tbink, if the Land were full of Idols, avd men 
were generally addicted to Idglacrous praftiſes,that the Land were greatly 
dcfited, and that God would lay all deſolate, Truly Conctouſneſ: is Idq 
latry in Gods account, Epb. ;. ;. And New: England, q—_— 
pure Adminiſtration of Gods Worſhip and Ordinaaces, is yet a Land fa 
of Idolaters. This is for a La:nentation | What-will the end of t;5.be: 
4. Cunfider w-at will be the batter ed of that great Pride that tz, among 


«5, MW hogoubts butakut Fiide is a prevailing, ſpreacing {in in New- * 


Engh.ct 


I 


rye ht et 


PRI 
- Ww— 4 I EY Oy TOPS T9 > VOL ORE TIS + | 
COP I 
ba . 
p 
. 


67 Re Yn 7 


1 - 
* England? Now pride- exprcſſcthit ſelf varioufly. 'There is ptide dppett- 
<4ag iy the Garb, in garith attire, in affeted trimmings-and adornirgs bf 
-The 0#tward may, chat-Body of Clay that is going to the duſt-and'worms. 
: How'iare*meq aud women garnifhing -thole dithes, Bodies mean, tht 
«mult {ſhortly be fer upon the warms Table, for them to feed ſweetly upon? 
:' Though this may ſeem a ſmall matter:'yet thes Holy Gboft takes notive'bf 
"the pride of gate and Garb. {fa. z. +6. 17. &c. And of ttrange Appartel,foc 
which the. Lord threatens topuniſh the Princes and -Kings Children ( that 
0A would haverhought mighthave worn any Apparrel, and ſwaggered 
-at any Rate, £106 Privilegio)Zeph. 3. $: This kind of pride iv'very much 
-inbecoming.+ people circumftanced as we are : a poor people ina wild- 
crneſs.condition. Hath God brought-usinto a wilderneſs, andcauſed us to 
-dweltalone, and (ſeparated us for-a pecaliar People to himſelf, that we 
ſhould imicare the-N itions in-theſe vanitics? know very well that there 
#lawiel ute'iof Rich and Coſtly Apparel, of Beautiful Garments, vf 
4hele and thoſe Ornaments,-- :To be cleathed in Scarlet, and put on 
2Ornumoents of 'Gold w&notunbecoming ſome of the Dang bters of Iſrael, 
"2 5am: 1.24.Noraml lo Scvere, or Moroſc, as to-exclaim againſt this or 
"thar Faſhion, provided it earry-nothiog of Immodeſty in = Contrarie- 
ty26 the Rulev'of 'MomliHoneſty, Phecivil:Chftome of the place where 
Wwelves het whicynufyepulate in-this cafe. Bat when: perſoteTpentl 
"ore ti-tie ih trimmmisp theit-Bodlſes thes their Souls, that you may ſay of 
*them (- 8s a Worthy-Divine wittily ſpeaks ) that tbey are like the Cim4- 
on cv, nothing good butthe Bark: W ben they go beyond what their 
Stite and Condition will alſdw;that they arenecdſitated to run into Debe, 
bd neglect works of inerey tadcharity, or exact upon vhers in their 
efingy, that they may meintzic their Port and Gerb;z or when they ex- 
Teedtheir Rank and Degree (whereas one end of Apparel is to diffinguiſh 
-and put a difference between perſons accordibg to their Places and Con- 
witions ) and when the Sons and Daughters of Sjon are proud and havgh- 
ty intheir Carriage and Attire in at) humbling time, wheti the Church is 
lew, leruſalem and Iudeh is in a Rvinons Condition, and the 
Lardea)!s co'deep Humiliation : This is vety diſpleaſing to God, and 
both Scripture and Reaſon condemn it. Theſe are the moſt groſs, and 
fantaſtical, ant] fooliſh buddings of Pride, But that which1-principaliy 
Jaqend, is rqore ſpiritual and leſs obſerved : A Fond and-Fooliſh Admira- 
ion of Self,Pride of Parts, Gifts, Graces, Priviledges, Havghtincſs -be- 
caufe of Gods Holy Mountain, any Orer-weening conccit of a mans felf, 


becauſe of any thing that God hath conferred upon him, This is a wo 
; an 


——_ —, wy 
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and ſecret evil, bred in the bone, in 1..nuc caſes oot eefily diſcerned or &b 
CUVerco, Laid y n.vrubice, and vlvise greatdeni ui ucuble wn Lhe 
Che aud vites SUCiciies. Lic och tic up 4galbit the order. that 
Ellabl:ll.cu ance Girg 10 God, ard iibel agarctt ite Aut ority that is tet, 
Up iu Churcn anu Gummon-wealn. Min have great Appreheoliuns of their 
own Wiildume, aid Gracc, and Abilities, and Fitucls tu Kulc aud Oraer 
evcry thing ( tvugi 1t 14 cher place to be ruled ) and nuthing ts Well done 
it tucy Oe Bt at vueendof it. FaCtious men are Proud uicn, yelt admi- 
ring min : ibiy luck va themielves thruugh thew vwn magnitying Glafs, 
anu aimue ttui every body deth not acnuce ghemyand wouder what all the 


. W ox.d oth not wonde: atter them ( as it 16 ſaid, 7 hey Gid aficr the Benfb 


Whew vt» Deadiy V V ound was beald Rev. 13 ;.) abd itatall the Sheaves 
in the Fieidabuut them do not tall down and make ob yſance to their 
Shcaves. yuch necaeic'n their own apprebenuſion, good euough fo 1nleg 
acid tov.good iq ubcy : and can pick holes and figd as many taplts with, 
Gur Ruleis 10 the wane grannt of Civil and: Eccleffalticel affairs, 


* 


the. 
mutiuous | aci#4;5 with Adujes and- Aaron, or proud Abſolum wi be 


Fathcs Dav.d in tis Goyernaxent, Hence menare rebellious agalukt | 
W ora of Gog, ard jhe Force of his Mellgagers, The groud men w 
A0t heaiken cotte Prophet, ler. 4 3, 2. Henceallo Men age tulle is the 
Opimious, and cor figent intheu perſwalions exenabpus things:of duubre. 
ful Dilpucation, to ſuch a degree that they cannot bear with any that 'd®, 
got cymport with them tn ther Appreheuſions: And if they bave _- 

A 


ded his or tat feicrodox Opinion, that ivnever ſo much againſt the fenle 
o6:the genc5ality of Gogy Prapie, Wilt and Judicious:; ger-they Þ 
6h 2nd willggtictingo ; but will rather deparate From. —_— gut. 
with the communion of $aints, fole their intereft in Ordinancegyea,hachh. 
all Order, ano-hurl a .nto « cilturbance and.confuſion, then lay down the, 
Darlmg notionsthey have taken up. Heyce mencarry it as thu ugh they, 
vie iatallible, they cannct be 10 an-erregeg and jinpeecable 109,..1.he 
cannoÞbr-in a fault. -Hencemens hearts tile and ſwell againſt Mahi 
Admovitors, and they muſt pot be reproved or contradicted, Henoe men 
contend eagerly tor di'!putable things, ſo as co impole their behef on other: 
men, and make their Apprebenfions the Meaſure ard :tqzdard of theirg,' 
gy to them thereip, the condition of their Communion, wich, 
;' wheress Humility would teach Pharideferre contra ſentient e;; eng 
Moderation znd Furbrarance in luct-eafcs, without which: there will-he 
pulling and endleſs contention. Only.by prigc conn3 contention, Pro. 1 z. 6# 
T kere are- many; occolions of TENT : But Price, if chere _ go- 
| ing 
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thing elſe, would 6ceafion and produce Variance and Contentions. And” 
what will the latter end be? Why, Pride goeth before deſiru@ion, and ais- 
Bagg bio 'spivit before a fall, Ptov. 16.18. If this bethe —_ ſs of this 
ouritry;We may well fear that deſtruQtion is coming, Ind that wearein 
a totteting, ruinous, falling Condition, Pride bath'budded, t he Rod bath- 
Bloſſomed, Ezek.7. 10. Unleſs this Pride be nipped in the Bud, it will cer- 
tainly thruſtforth the Bloſimeof & Rod. God hath ſmart Rods fgr the 
back of 'a proud Peopte. * TEL AY 
©'$.* Conſfiter what tvitbethe latter Fnd of thofe bitter Conteniions: and 
mn briſtian Diſtances and Diviſions among*us. All ſober 'andconfide- 
re Wile men have great thoughts of Heart about them. Sad'it is, if 
there ffrould be Contentions and Diviſions, ſider and parties and faCtions 
iti Courts and Churcher ang almoft all Societies amongſt us. This is very, 
mth 1becdming a peopte fr our (tirctumfances : Finbatked hn, and'ox- 
Hes for;;the fame ranſeandietereft' fn this wildetneſs.” And that which 
def citmore ſatis; thirt the Contentions which are among vs are nor 
theerly ſudden exacerdationror eb/itiont of anger and paſſion occaſioned 
theſe ot thofe emer ences; bat that there _ to be a Froward'8& per- 
a” mee ong in: Which was rhe judginitiit of God gpon'the | 
tr Before their defietiCUIWN; Iu: 1y21 4.Miy notthe Lord charge tis 
Is ſhe Iſrar ves; Debit 32: 3,20. thatwe hive too tynch of the ſpirir 
t'trooked ded perverſe Generation, evenin this reſpect ? Hence good 
Covunſels arc defeated, & all manner of Good almoſt </u@ed inithefe & 
ofe Societies, *And theſe-contentions are not-on!ly'a3@ paroxiſme; 
Mt oP a Fever, chat ſpendsin.felf and/ pots eff ine ſttle time tar Ho 


' @ {Iroifeal dift ctaper; they aro peepctuared, and drewnohut from yehs 


9 your; ard thete if no end of thety;- Either they refuſe healhy, und are 
i Exafperatcd by the beſt means that can be ndminiftred by the 
abick harids! or 8dmit only of a peliative cure that doth not eradicate the 
feale, but give ſome cbeok toir, odd yeild/preſent relief, and leave the 
'th eontinval{ dangef of &x$divation,; or relapſing (with leſt hops 
dPe ! ivro- the fame Dift-maper apain. - WE abhorr and panith 
ther juſtly) Adultery, witchcraft, Arers,and ſuch like abominations 
t! 40 we not -wake-roo little conſcience of Hatred, Variance, Wrath, 
Strife, Emil athens, Sedition cor Siding which are af works of the fleſh alſo, 
and 5O beinbaadbrodt Ol. yg for 16 is a twrenrable thing-that ws 
fidohd bexirs dfrident aero aus tive; whert Ferod and Pilate carl mithe 
thewifaives friend Wordty to: ah cOMrifying of Chriſt ih Wis Later: andi 
Hermbers, andyhe enemies of the Gharch of God; though of very differ 
[-- 6 : en; 
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ent Interefls and Apprebenfions in many things can cement and unite and 
combine to ſubvert the viſebis Kingdom of Chriſt upon Earth. When Ge- 
ba: and Ammon and Amalck, the Philiftines with the Inhabitants of Tyre 
Can, conſuls bogetber with one conſent , and are confederate egaiaſt the 
Church of God; when the League and Combination of the Ants Chriſti- 
an pariy in the World againit the Intereſt of Chriſt is ſo ex:dent; their Ad- 
vantag cs 10 great, their Succeſſes ſo notorious, their Rage ſuch as reacbetb 
fp unto Heaven: Ihen for a profeſſing people to be contenaing aud quarrel- 
ling, biting and devouring one another is moſt #nſcaſenable, moſt wnrea- 
Jonabie, Your diticrences will make way for thoſe thar will make no dif- 
icrence between Syneaifts ard Aniiſynodifts, Old or New-Church men, 

T ros, T yriusve il nullo d1criming aget ur, 

The Haired of your adverſaries 18 not derived upon You 8 YOU are 
thus & thus diſtingurſhed and dive r/ified among your ſelves: but upon one 
common account, The Enmity of the ſeed of th: Serpent is againſt One and 


owe 


£7 of tbe ſeed of the Woman, of what Complexion ſocverthey are ; and 


their Hatred is 3905 T9 T'e105 againſt the whole Race and Generation of 


' Religions and Reforming profcfſors among us. Theſe Diviſions will open 


a wide door to your Adverſarics. Thoſe that let out theſe waters of ſtrife 
and fill their tlreames with bitterneſs ;that kiedle thele flames and enc764jo 
them, or hinder the quenchiag of them,do thereby gratifie them,exceed: 
ingly that wiſh ill to. our S10n. _— 
Hoc [thacus pelit, * magnomercentur Atride. _ 

And indeed it would be very ſtrange, if the [nduftrious and inde pry: 
ble /eſceites ( that compaſs Sea and Land to do miſchief ) and other !iy, ang 
ſubcile and malignant Enemics ſhould not Improve and Graffe upev 
Stock of our Diviſiens. act... 

Our Conteniiovs render us weak and deſpicable, and obnoxious to great 
Danger ; they make us hang looſe one from anorher, and from the gene- 


ral intereſt of Religion and civil Liberty, and render us lixe, Fig UCES 


with the ficſt ripe Figs, which if they be ſhaken will eyout fail into the mouth 
of the cater, Nah. 3.12. Yea, they do asSit were, Arm our Adverſarics @- 
gainſt us; and ic a manger tempt them to ſet upon us. A Mutinous Ar» 
my and a Divided People are eaſily made a p'ey to their Enemies, SCtl- 
pturc, Reaſon and Experience atteſt unto the truth of what I ſay. Aga 

well it is, if whileſt we are contending abcutthe preſervation of the = 

ty of Churches, and Church- Adminiſtrations, we are not ſaying 8s 1cun- 
dation for the corruption of them: and that our Contentions and Divi- 


lions ( which naturally lead men in policic to endeavour the cnlarging of 
F 2 R theig 
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their reſpettive intereſts.) do not make.more Church member, then the 
conviction er evidence of their ficneſs for ſuch « priviledge. May not 
that beche iſſue of theſe differences, that Adherence to a parcy;or to be & 


- Darliog of the FaQtion, will become as piſſant a Qualification with: this 


or that party or Faction for 4d niſſion into the Church of God, as vihble 
Sajnr-ſhiphath been among us? And that, Whe are you for, wiil be in re- 
ality the only Teff a: d Tou b ſtem of the ſufficiency of perſons for Com- 
myoion with gs ia Church ord:a2nces? Nay further, as I remember it hath 
been laid of Lawyers, and too much verified in the.men.of that profeſhon, 
that Contention maint ams th:m, and they maintain Contention ; ſo may it 
not be truly ſaid of mny men in Churches ( that have few commendable 
Q.alitie> in them, whether you conſider them as men or Chiiſtizns ). that 
Copieutios maintains them 10 Ciedit and Reputation with their party: and 
they maiatagin Contentzoy in heart and vigour among us? This is the way 
whereby ſpmc ren ( that are men of no remark tor the practice of Piety, 
orreal Worth and Abilities in any reſpect ) do ſignalize chem(elves-with 
their Brethren in Con. ention: even by floating upon the top of theſe wa- 


eers of ſtrife, and appearing with the foremoſt in the Defence of the Di- 


 Vided, narrow Intereſt of this or that party amorgſt us. Moreoverit is a 
very great provocation to the God of peace, that you ſhopld firive and 


. "contend, judge and deſpiſe one another, and fall out ſo qureaſonably abou; 


matters, and ſuch things as are forreign to the Bond of Chriſtian- 
Communion _ When you ſhould be bleſſing God that you agree fo far, 

on are wrangliog becauſe that you diſagree « little ; when you, ſhould 
Haok God rhat you agree. ſo much, you quarrel becauſe you agree ng 
"mmors. .. Certaiply God is diſplcaſcd, Chrift diſhonoured, Religion ( as to 
the Courſe and Race, Reputation or Glory of it, 2 Th:f. 3. 1, ) Diſad- 


fing'S ation, and your own Souls unſpeakably prejudiced by theſe Di- 
vitions, And what will the End be? Itis commonly: obſerved by theſe 
That are converſant in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories, that in the - Primitive times, 
when the Churches had Peace and Refb, and Reſpiration from the beat of 
Perſecution, they ſoon grew Dcarre/ſome and Conten tions ; And: then. 
Godin elittle time rail] op fome Perſecu-or or other to chaſtiſethem for 
theu f,ultsin that: kind, and whip them together again: and-then; SEE 
( could thcir Enemies ſay ) how theſe © bri/t1ans love one another ! the con-+ 
tentions of Gods people in times of. liberty m-:he way for Perſecution or 
fome diſmal Catatrophe. The Divitions-among us (flome whereof ſcent 
to {wit fo Help ox Healing, but are rather herghrene@ and exaſperated 
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Malicioys Enemies Encouraged, the World Offended, the Ri» 
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by the beft Applications) are in myeye i1ke any Comet, or Blazing far, ', 
or trodigious Apparirion, diretully portendirg woful Calamities. What 
the Latter Ena will be, our Saviour hath toll us, Mat. iz. 2 5. Every 
Kine dome divided ag ain{t it (elf 15 brought ts Deſolation : an1 ewrry City 
or Houſe divided az ainfF it ſelf ſhall not ſtand. Diviſions are ſedpreſages + 
of miſery, and lead the way to dread(ul Deſolations: | 

6 Conſider wbat will be the latter ewdof your unreaſonable Jealoufier, abu+ 
ſive calunsnies, or other ili Uſ-ge of perſons of great worth, uſe and Intercſt, 
among you, Confid:r (I bereech you) in the fear of God, what will be 
the cad of the. ill entertainment of the beſt mea am3ng you. Who ſecs 
nat ( that is not wofully blind) that no men are more (uſpeted and taken 
upin the lips of ta'kors. Ezek. 35 3. calumniated andabuſed, then pious 
and faithtul Magiſtrates and: Miners? eFifes and: Aaron of old, as 
Meth and Humbic and Faithful and Innocent as they were, yet were 
ſuſpected and traduced by many Male Contents in Iſrael :- You take tos 
much upon yu, Numb.16 3 Good Aoſes mult ſtill bear the murwnrmgs- 
of that diſc ontented, uaruly people. If the [Lordcrofsthem-in denying them 
anything they wauced or lulted after, Adoſes preſently muſt - pay for it. IF 
they wanted fleſh or water, then preſently they fly out againſt Aſoſes ; 
We way thank you, Moſe', for this : would God we bad fayed by tb: fleſb- 
Pots in Egypt and dycd there ; have you brought us into this wilderneſs to 
ſtarve us to death, and &il uw wi bbunger? Exod.t6 3.. Andifthe Lord” 
vindicate the cauſe of 7ſes and Aaron.agaialt any Rebels amoag them, 
and. deftroy them in ſuch a miraculous and extraordinary manner, that 
one wonid .bave thought it ſhould have for ever ſilenced all their murmur- 
ings, and taughtthe ſurvivers ſubmiſſion to the Authoriry of God veſted” 
in Moſes and Aaron, yet ſoon after, the very next morning, is cold” . 
blood, as it were, they are m\k.ng head againſt themagaio, and charging: - 
them with the murther of their Brethren : Te bave killed the yeople of the 
Lord. Numb. £6. 44. .lt is tac hard condition of Magittrates and Miniſters» 
that chey . muſt bear all the mucmurcingys of diſcontentcd people, avd be- 
lo d.d with all the ebloquies aad .injurious reproaches that can be. : They! 
had need be m:a of great meekne:s an4 patience, able to bear:much, that 
are Pillars in the Church and Com:mon-.wealth. But great is the ſin and» | 
uaworthincſs of thoſe that put them to ſuch an 2xerciſe of meekneſs and - 
patience, And are not many among us-gui.ty ia this reſpec? It is a ſad 
time when a lying Sp;rit ir gone fortb into the moutbs of many. Profeſſors ; + 
when lyes a:e inveace.] co.the diſparag :mrut of:Ruilers, and Miniitters, + 
aug.calu.unicsa44 bak. Rfproaches are vealcd aud put off and d ſ[perſed + + 
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ckrough the Countrey with much (ubclety and induſtry, as ifchere were 
fon: Lying Office ſer up ina New Engliana. It hath beca my obſervation 
ſince 1 caias among yvu, that almott all ehe muiiccuet 1 this poor Coun- 
trey is Nude and cartyed on by Lying. T ae--bearer or Slawderer in the 
Hecvriwh K ACHUL | nath us Ocigiuation from { ROCHEL | a word 
which igaincs a Merchant, 4q44/ fame as bunoris p 0Ximi nunuimator 
( Buxioſ } one that lets to laie the naine aud honour of other men. We 
have many ſuch Merchants, or Pcdlars raihier, that go up and dowa the 
Countrcy with this Kiad of Commodity , and it 3s a lamentable thing thac 
they ihouid have ſo good a Trade ot it, aad mect with lo wany Chapmen 
thap are ceady to take their ware vft their Hands, ------ inc ule La- 
cbrims! There are many that walk with Lics and Slanders. ler- 9.4. | with 
it were not too manifett that many men among us nave the art of telling 
a Ly with a great deal of gravity and ſerwwulae:>,anyd uave gone to Scho v1 

to A1acoiavel, that inſtructs his Scaolars v4lumnars fxrtiter, to calumai- 
ace Rougy, and tells them tor their cacouragement, e14giuid harcbst, 
ſpmeghung vill Rick. Many pregaaat Laltauces of this evil Spirit might 
be prodnced to contirm what | (ay : but hetero | thail jpare the guilty. Ogiy, 
who knows not ( that is no ſtranger in our 1j-Qc] ) that the Miniiters of 


' Chritt among you indctinitcly have becn deliberately and tolemaly 


«*charged wich a Declenſion from Prim:ttze Fouraation-work, l. nation 
* :n Doitrige a,d Worſhip, Opinion ana Pratice, Invaſion of tbe Rights, 
* Libertius and Privitedges of Churches, Vſurpation of 4 Lordly Prelats- 
&* cal Power over Gods | Heritage, and with the like things which are the 
** Leven, the corrupting Gangrene, the InfeGing, ſpreading Plague, the 
| Provaging Images of fealouſic ſet up before the Lor., the accarſea thing 
© which bath prowhed Divine wrath and further threatens DeH utton? 
I-aced give you no other inſtance of this evil ſpirit of Jealouſic o:d Ca- 
lumny then this. Here is good meaſure preſſed down,ſhaken topether,and 
ranning over. - Enough and enough to demonſtrate the dilafi: &t-d ard 
embicrered Spirit of ſome men; and what unkind uſage from ſome hards, 
thoſe your poor Miniſters find among you, Such men ( whem | with either 
that they were better enformed and affected, or Iefs conſiderable in the 
Common: wealth ) impute all the Blaſtings and Drouz ts and Iu :gmente 
of God upon the Comntry to the DefeCtion and Apoſtacy of their Min.tters. 
As if ther-onfident Accuſers themſelves were men of ſuch unqueltionable 
ianocency, as not to contribute any thing to the Sins and Sorrows of the 
Country ; or as if there were no other ſinners among us that are kindling 
the wra th of God againſt the Land, and pulling down his ey 
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but a few deſpiſed Miniſters: Or as if there were no other fins againſt the” 
Lord our God found among, to provoke the wrath of a" jealous God, 
bat tbe fuppoſed' Deviatibns of prqus,'conſeitmior)s, ra ery,. 
fudiorns 5! Frath and Reformation, and a due progres therein. Suc 
Accuſers of our Civil and Fccieſraſtical Rulers, dy in efte& and by confſe-' 
quence ( according to the juſt interpretation and conſtruction of rheir 
words, Without wringing blood from them ) ſay thus much, That it were 
Jppy forthe People of New England if they were vid of fuch* Leaders 
Church and Common wealth.---T autave Ammis oeleftibus 114 7 Strange?! 
that any good men ſhould be fo fer tranſported with paſſion-or prejudice; 
as to caſt fiie-brands, Arrows and Death im this manner; and not to ſay, 
are we n6t in fport ? but are we nor in ſober ſadneſs, in Religious good ears 
reſt? Thereis a ſpirit'of '-perfſecrtion-in Tuck men: they difcover Sam 
guinary thoughts towards the Servants of (ChrHY: For when the have 24 
chanirz>d the Body of the Minifters, and found''the accurietthi g inthew 
Tent, what ſhould they do but ſtone them ? when they have calbmniateÞ 
eh&m to ſuch adegree,ard put them into ſuch Fear. skim : what ſhaul® 
they do bur'bagt an+wony them ? when they have repreſented them ew 
abominatle tov; and the privee incertiarice' of Divine wrath: wid 
ould they 4g, bur deal with them, as AieVipata xai atapuath” 
fiacular and devored perſons that muſt be cut off by the hand of juſtice 
for the purging of the Land, and putting away evil from Iſrael? The Pa- 
gan of ok] attributed all their DeaRhs, ind Pligurs ard Dtoughts, and! 
unſeatonable; weather. rvthe Chiidirnay” that 'cohabited ' with thems. 
Hence, if .aay ovil befell them, they thou$htthe Gods vere tngty with 
chem, becauſe of. the tolleration of the Ctviſttensamongthem! and thefts 
fore their out cry was, Chrifisanos ad Lidnes, Away with the Qhciſtian# 
to be devourcd of the Liens. And truly ſuch a notion as ſome have. of 
the Miniſders of Chriſt carries this in it; that it were expedient that they 
Mould be made a'Sactifice, ard thrown to'the Lions: bvrthat ſorne:of you 
havein ſome places a ſeverer way to puniſh ſome of them fot their" ſup4 
poſed Apoftacy, viz. To keep them ſhort in their maintenance, to diſtrels 
them ard their Families, or drive them to ſuch ſhifts for « livelihood, as 
men of Liberal t dacation can hardly buckle te, or elſe to tire and weary 
them out with 7ex«tious cofentiens.. Arid (bet; er iti were: for kv \mae:ob 
Jngenury tocomec underthe Prw of a devouring Lion hat wikll-deftroy 
Bim mere ip ulty becaute ſudlerly; rhemwo be ſtretched upon the Rack] end 
tor iu1Ed ro death u1:hillufage, or to live under: the continual droppings 
of a contentions krowardpeople,chat will waſte and -wear him ous, by 
C Gepiees 
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Degrecs, ut ſentiat ſe mori, as the Þluouy T yr ant (aid, ' It is not very long 
luc, Up vil veebuuk vilhe Def amution i SC is laid ) of oc AM inljtcy 
Blilulig usy iNak 1a, ELQV.IY 5. of fdhje whre;s ſhane: ce unguniſhed, 
Anh py rUme jv wdk i TOLL ji--064 5401 CC hog Man UC aay improved. ; 
Duc 4144 Lick wo iy WIC UI 6c Perjuns (ge att guilcy of the De; amain 
W bus {4-14 j0614 of Ft Cum: C) 4 ,Cncraly tat atk hv els Inauceut theu iZs 
Wald VV Hal owe rrent Cau be ade ioripye mn, and their Demeriic L 
W-l+ DUL lay Lug ph ls YCUCulo die 8:45 £4/+ by bus Lordof Hts, Yurely 
koh antq+4, 1166 104-06 purgen from tbe m, 11h tbey ay; buithis] will lay, 
D<Caulc 1 Juuge 16 as1Pv.b wy e#0Kg by (NAT 1115 & 574. Fs ÞroP.cali naud 
Cauls 11 decy ad [Orc Mu Acpeniantcy and dIb.r manner of jatlfattion then 
YeL Ralf Del given. But what wrong, oh New t nglena, have thy 
HA agijor abs, and Minfters dune thee? Fur which of their good works art 
tavu Sloning of 5bem: tiave they Prajed for theer Rave their Suuls wept 
for tiny 4t14de and Cubilicf and t4aranchs of Heart, and Unruli- 
wer tlavechcy Waicbed over thee, 1a their leveral Capactiies? Have 
thcy g-vcu Lnce & atbful Warning of approaching Calemities? Have they 
lerveu thee with all cbery muiges, with very line, ady.yiagy acciving 10 
themicvesin outward cſpectses biave they 107d Thee More tocn thou 
heit loved them? Brethren anu Friends, torgive them _ I beſcech you) 
this wroig. Iconfeſsl have uſed ſome tharpnefs 1a this Diſcou:le : And 
| I belicve { aave Jufficiedt warrant torat, Theie arc ſoine that arc to be 
j | xwbuked {barpiy ;.apd they are the: au Y+v56: The Cretiens are always 
[ Liars, Ts Wiineſy is 1146, Wherefore rebuke them thacply, or cutting- 
t by, as the Uriginal Wo:d inports, Tit.z.z 2c. Ard :ic truth is, | look 
Fi  upen this practice of \Keprogyb ng and Frawtme your . Leaders in both 
i} p Ocders, ay greatly, prejuaicial to the profpericy of the Country, tending 
þ $0 the (Gmeutiog audperperuating of our [Niiſeutions, and rend: ing all our 
Hopes and-Eeadcaveurs v icace and Reconciliation ituſtrate and ti vitleſs. 
As he ſaid, # bas peace, :fe kong ws tbe Whoredoms of tby anotver dezebgl, and 
ber Witchcraft» axe ſo many. » Kin 9 22, So may |1iay, what ;race-can be 
expecicd ſo long as this tiade ot Lying and calunriating men of piety 
worth and Autherity is continued and driven on among us? And ind. ed 
though it may be thought by ſome that cheſe wretecned practiſes are but 
the pad Deroes of tome petty Potiricrans. and bite crerping States met 
a.nong us that have ny very conſiderable influence invo cur publick aftat's: 
yet | muſt needs ſay,that | look upon this courle of calumuiating your belt 
Wen, as the very Gun-powacr-Plot that threatens the deſtuCtion of 


Church and State. Nothung ( as expericace [hcws) is more erancegioUs 


dF Ly 


| 


£0 a begging,men of worth will be loth co appear oB the Stage of Gover 
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to the deſigns of Innovators, then the right knack of kindling and foments, 
ing jealoulics and fears in the minds ef Men Ucoegieg. Magiſracts ol 
wiſters. Such men are wont to make and improye falle Alarms of daa- 
ger, that people muy believe that Religion and liberties are #t the'Staks, 
aad in danger to beloR? Deſigners are wontto impoſe vpos the creelu'itic 
and cafine's of well meaning people this way. And that are gcaenaly 


di. | ol 


Loan ms to receive ſuch inprcfſhons,.an ivſ evil of cheir Su rs 
an 


I.eaders, is but roo manifeſt. Moreover theſc Calumnies are 
rolitics; and ſcandluus evils, and it is the. duty of Gods ſervants Iolift wp 
dbezr voice as 4T rumpet,co ry clond and uct ſpare them that are g teilty n hat- 
eren the ing be: yea, to cry to Gud and man for redicſs, And l would 
bumbly commend it to our H .nourable Rulers, upon whom the lot cf this 
days Elettion (hall fall, that they would take it into ſerious confoder at: 
and fixe upon fume expedient, to put tteſe lyiog lips to Gilesce,and to find 
out the ptincipa! Authors and Fomentors of theſe miſchievous calumnies. 
T hey are cectainly morai evils, ard God is angry with us for (os 
he is very tender of the name aud reputation ot pious Rulers and Mi 
fters ) and many good people arc deceived and drawn in the ſimplicity of 
their hearts, into a di{aff: tion to their Leaders; yea, and the people of 
Ged abroad are abuſed and mivinformed, and theſe Calumaies ( tomy 
knowledge) arc haudcd and tranſmitted over Sea ; infomuch.that many 
good pcoplc take it for granted that moſt of the Leaders 1a this Countet 
are mcd.tating a Revolt from the good old principles and praCtiſes of 


their worthy predeceſſors: And how prejudicisl this is co this poor 


Countrey to loſe their reputation and thejr Roem and latercft inthe 


"hearts aad prayers of the people of God abroad, | need not (ay;me thinks. 


tholc things ſhould be looked into, A Committee of enquiry or diſcavery 
might do well : for it 1s a matter of very carca-aing conl. queace, Ob Cont- 


' fder what the end of theſe things will be. It is 1ad when people are j-& 
Tous of the beſt men they have, and thoſe that aie-trucſt to thei Latere 


and when Is are diſſeminated, anJ baſe ca)umnies Ipcead ab:02d, ant 


muſt be believed aguinſt men of knowo piety ard worth, ard zca!, and 


Faithſulneſs. // bat will the cad be, but that the Magiſt:atical Office wil 


ment, and wiſe uien will ſay, make us not Rulers over this people, 
that thoſe that deſpiſe the waters of Shiloah that go ſoftly, ſhall beve the wa 
ters of the great River, frrong and many, come up upon them. When a Sp 
ritof Jealeuſic conceroing Rulers is growing and ſpreading ig any plachy 
That there is a diffidence of the people in theis Magiſtrates; It —_ 
2) 


- 
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ned, 8 ſad ſign, portendidg ſom? great Alteration in Chu-ch ind State. 
Facq people #te afraid of, and difaff::4 £5 theic beſt Friead:, thu pity 
them, char. gray for them, that mograia ſecret for them, that Watth fo 
cir go od, and conſult for their com"ort, 25 to Soul, Bd y, ERate, an4 aff 


ec Conceraments: ltis2greatevil, and greutly provoking to God: 
1d Ken vi'l ve deſp: ſing, and cenſuring, and reproaching, and ab'1ſipg the 
Gods 6 17g them (48 Migiſtrates are ca'led ) and the Angels of Chyrghes 


is M.giltcrs are called , God can ſend Devils or Evil Angels among | 


them to torment and tcrrifie them, I m2an, unreaſonable men to cu'e 9- 
pet themina Tyranzical way: and then they will in vain wiſh char they 
Had thoſe again, whom they have thruſt away from them. The end of 
hee things will be, th3t you will weary Migiſtrates and Miniſters, and 
reak cheir hearts, and [cmd chem to their Graves, and God will 1:k: you 
into his. own hands and walk contrary to you in fury, and cauſe thofe that 
PF you '0 tyle over you. If youa.e j-alous of thoſe that are mien of 
Nog yi Integrity, that mcan you good anJ no harm: It is juſt with 
Go tq give mas, 4OAd and Miaifters that ſhall be 85 bad to you indeed, 
Is you inju. ioufl / fancy thoſe you have to be; that ſhall really wreſt a- 
way your liberties, oporeſs your Conſciences, and bring in not Presbyte- 
vieniſm, but worſe, and ſpread cheir hand; upon all yaur pleaſant enjoy- 
. ments. . Belaſtruted O Ney Englana, be intrufted; and know that 
this will be the /atter end of thy unreaſonable /ealouſics, Calamnics,& it 
u/age of thy B:i men, if tim:ly, ary ſp:edy Repentunce prevent it nor. : 
9. Conſider what will b: Litter end of Receding, or making a Defettion 
from the wy of Church G 1v-rnment eſtabliſhed among »s. [ profeſs 1 look 
upon the Diſcovery & Settlement of the Congregational Way as the Boon, 
the G-4tuity, the L2rgeſs of Divine bounty, which the Lord graciouſly 
beſtowed upon his Peqple, that followed him into this Wilderneſs : Arid 
$ great part of the Bleſſing oa the head of %oſeph, and of them that were 
eparate from their Brethren. Thole good People that came over ſhew- 

"4 .nore [.ove 21d Z-al and aff:tionate Deſire of Communion with God 
4n pure W »:ſhip and Ordinances, and did more ia order to it, then others: 
and the Lord did more for chem, then for any other people in the World, 
go being them the pattern of bi Houſe, and the true ocriptural-way of 
arc" G wernment and Adm:niſtrations, | have often adored the wil- 
"Bome; akid g>o4ncls and Faithfuſneſs of the God and Father of our Lord 
Teſ4s c.Þ-i/t 11 this reſpeA. Gol was certainlyia a more then ordinary 
: wiy of favour preſent with his Servants in the laying of our Foundations, 
. 8nd 0 ſettling the way of Church order according to che will and appoint- 
| | GD meat 
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Ment of Chriſt, TfThings were to begin now, how many minde, and 
what diſcord wontd there be? But God ſhewed them. the Form arid Fa- 
ſhicn of his Houſe, asto all the ſubſtantials of it ( for I dv not think that + 
they were at a Ne plus uitya, and that nothing was Icft to the diſcovery of .; 
after-times ; but beginning-work was fubſtantially dure by chum : They * 
were ſet in the right way, wherein we are to procced and make a pro- 
greſs) And be made them unanimous about it, and bl.iſed what they d.d 
marvelorſly: It will be our W:iſdome, Intereſt, and Luty to follow them, 
as they followed the Guidance of the Spirit of Cbr1#F. Oh conſider what 
will be the ſad iflue of Reovit;ng from the Way fixcd upon, to gne ex- + 
treme, or to another, whether it be to Preſbyterianiſm or Lrowniſm. An 
for the Pre;byterians, it muſt be acknowhkdged, that there are among 
them as Pr1ous, Sober, Learned, Ortl odox men,as the World affords; and 
that there is as much of the Power of Godiineſs among rhat party, and of 
the ſpirit of the good old Paritan, as among any People in the World, 
Ard tor their Way of Church-Government it maſt be confeſſed that, in 
the day of it,it was a very conſiderable ſtep to Reformation. The Church 
of God hath been recovered by degrees out of the -niiclriſtian Apoſiacy, 
W ben our [.ord Jeſus wrought the Cure on that Blind Man, Mark 8.23, 
24,25 .He firft ſw men as trees walking, and then ſaw erery man clear- 
Iy. Great Blindneſs had happened to the World for many Ages, and the . 
cure was performed by the Hand of Chriſt gradually, and co ſee men 
walkirg as Trees, to have any Glimmerings of Truth, -was a good d« gree 
of Recovery, and a far greater mercy then to be ſtark b'ind, and ſhould 
be fo ackiiowledged. The Reformation in King Fe/ward's dayes was 
then a bleſſed work : And the Reformation of Geneva and Suarland was 
a la:ger ſtep, a1 d in many reſpects purer then the other. And for m 
Pait [ fully belteve ( the Reaſons of which Belick cannoc be rerdrid here 
that the Conpreg ational-way far exceeds both, and is the higheſt ſtep thar 
hath been taken towards &X-fmation, and fer the ſubitance of it js the 
very way that was eft bliſhed and practiſed in the Frimnive times accore 
ding to the Inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt. Andindeed it hath been and 1s 
my perſwaſion trom what [ have read and obſerved, that thoſe that wil 
foil: ke the Congregational and paſs over to the Pre/tyier iam way, bees Te 
of fume diffe.ences of notion amorg our Congrey ations: Divqnes, or dgf- 
ficultics in the praCtiſe and way of the Congregatiwnal Churches, ſhall find 
that they make but a bad exchange, and that therc arc as many or mate 
Differences, Difficulties and Entanglements in the Preſb)te, 19n Privch- 
gle and Praiſe, And 1 muſt nevds ſay, that 1 ſhould lock vpon it as a ſad 
G A : ge- ES 
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degenerncy, if we ſhould leave the good old way fo far as to turn Councils 
and Syaods into Cl-fſcs and Provincial Aſſemblies, and there ſhou'd be 
Lych alaxencſs in Aimiſſi»n of Members to Communion as is pleaded for 
and practiſed by miny Preſbyterians, and Elders ſhould manage all them- 
ſelves in an Au ocratorical, ab/clute way to the utter Subverfion or Over- 
throw of the liberty and priviledge of the Brethren. Ovur \Worthies that 
are gone off the Stage allowed rhe Priviledge of the Brethren without any 
infringement ef the Rule and Authority of the Preſbytery, and knew how 
$0 reconcile ther together, Whatever ivfluence the concurrence of the 
Brethren hath into.Chucch Acts, clear it is that it is aeceffatily required to 
the exetciſe of Church Authority, that all Ordinances may be adminj- 
wiſtred in a way.of Edification, The, Expreſſions of the, daſervedly Fa- 
mous Dr. Ow:a arc very conſiderable. © The Reaſon ( ſaith he ) why the 
© conſent of the Church 1s required unta. the - Amboritative Ading of the 
« Elde. s therein, is not bec uſe from thence any Anutbority doth acerue unto 
« them a new, which vertually and. radically they bad not -b fore: but be- 
< cauſe by the Rule of the Geoſ.cl this is required .0 ths arderly ating of their 
<< ower, without which it would be contrary to.Rule, and th.refore inrffed4- 
%al: as alſo it muſt needs be from the n.ture of the thing it {If ; for no a# 
% can take place in the Chureb witbout or againff its own conſent, abileſt 1t3 
* Obedience is voluntary ana of cboice, And in caſe the Cburch refuſe to 
< conſent tofuch A! ar are according to Rule, tbe Elders muft tnftru# 
*£ tbers iu their Duty, do;lere 6 them the danger of Diſſent, wait patiently 
<« for the concurrence of the Grace of God with their Miniſtry in giving 
«6 Light aud Obedience to the Church: ardin caſe of the Churches contina- 
« ance in any Pajlure of Duty, to ſeth for advice and counſel from the El- 
<4 d.r: and Bretbren of ether Churches. Thus that Xſan of Renown in his 


excellent Treatiſe of Worſhip and Diſcipline, Pag. 130, 131. If this. 


be :trended, the Congregational way is ſofar ſecured, I know.there are 
my that are bold to Aﬀirm, that the Miagiſters among us are generally 
gre ted, or revoltivg to Preſb1terianiſm. If I were perſwaded that any 

thing were done or deſigoed, I ſhould account it wy duty-with all due 
reſpeQ to give in my Teftimony againſt it at this time. This indeed would 
ben real Degeneracy and DNefeCtion from a betcer way, that Gcd hath by 
an High Hard of Providence ſet up among us, and fignally owzed ar. 
Bel:d . Butt am fully perſwadcd, .that ſuch Repreſentations of yous 
Elders as to far the greateſt part of them) are injurious, groundleſs Ca- 
tumnics, which ſome mca muſt anſwer: for. . It was candid'y and truly 
fa:d by, that Revercad Servaat of Chriſt ſufficiently kaown to be no Preſ- 


byterjian). , 
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f 554% that Preached'0nthip folema occaſion two yeart,ago, **tbat _bating 
© ſome £ccentric4s, we dre all generally dre iu roi Nagy a of Purgy, 
* and Power of the Churber, Mr, Oxenbridge his Elediow Sermon, Pag. 
4. that is, we are all generally Congregational men. And none will 
otherwiſe but thoſe that have profit by. the Fable, If the Dectrire © 
Diſcipline drawn out of tbe Scriptuzcs,and detivercd ta usin the Platform 
as wellas in the writings, of famous ard. bleſſed, Cotton, Hock r, 314- 
ther, Shepard, and. the reft. of ':onu# Worthies be Congregational 
I doubt not bur you bave, for the ſubſtance of it, the hearty Couſent,of 
the moſt, if not all your Elders to it. 1 cannot-find upon my utmaſt cd- 
uiry, that there is any real! Fouudation for ſuch Invidious Reports, or an 
x rh that anſwers the great (vp which - ſonge make. Differences undeed. 
there are among godly learned men-about ſame. Apis or leſs conſiderablg 
particalars, and cver were among yoyr. Famors. Leaders, and yet they 
walked (weetly together, and- fever) byanded., one anather with the 
m1me of Preſdyterians. There is doubtleſs a Laritude in the Congregition- 
al W ay, wherein good men may walk a Ryeqa&b:: and. Degrees do not var 
ry the Species, And 4 am perſwaded that if many of the Clamorons orloug 
Accuſeri of the Miniſters of Chriſt would examune themlclyes Lvparti 
ly, . the verdi@ of their ows -Conſeichces.wouly be, that a Ren 
they. charge their Elders with Prefbyteriazzſm iggbocauſe they, them(clyes 
arc revplted to the etber Extream, or never came up. tp the true Congre- 
£#tional way, as it is delineated by our Wortbies out of the Scriptures. Elſe 
what do thoſe mean that ſpeak of the Rule and Government of the Church 
veſted in the Bratbren, of the Governing. arg 3 Bretbrea, of a Mode- 
rator to be ſet up by the Brabremm, when the £ #:18 ( that ace. Felfkin,F Ord 
are unſatisfied to put this or that to Vote, © lowing the Officer his 
Fete, and no more ? what means that diſgufh, that ſome men have, agur 
the very A ame of Rule and Autbority (truly ſo called) inthe Ebdee by 
agaiaſt Councils and Synods, and the deciſive power thereof, ,as it, hat 
been ſtated by the - Leaders of the Congregationst-way, both in. Qld and 
New-Englend? | will be bold to lay, ( and indeed there is no great haza:d 
1a the Aﬀertion ) that-theſe notions are as oppoſite to the Prin of oue 
Congregational Wortbies, es darkneſs is to Light: Yea, they are" the 
Refroach of the way of theſe Churches, which our Divines have-mnduftri- 
o1/lr roled off iy. Thoſe that laihour Foundations .were direted of God, 
to iter a middle courſe bet veen Ri:id P.eſbyterianiſm and Leveling 
Browni/n [here th « ſweet Temperament in the Congreg atjonal-way : that [E-1 


the 1ibcutige of the people may not be overlaid: and-0pprefſcdy:rgan the © * 
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Cliſfcel-wa); hor the *R ile and (udbevity-of the:Elderr rendrediin inſlg- 
ficam thittg,' 4nd trampled thdet Foot; as in the way of the - Brawnrſfts ; 
tthat there miy be Rc comciliation or dite- Concurrence, and & Ballan- 
cine of the one Pithy with che other. | And herein the wiſdom of our Lord 
Teſws itrdhe Frame of Church Government: ( for it is notany politick and 
rudentint Colirrwante of amen; but mozelled by the great Law-7iver, the 
"Lord Tefas ) is yreatly co be admired by us : and thoſe that have not ſeen 
Ericktowledg this, never yet beheld the beduty and glory of the Conpre-- 
yational way Ir P\ eſbyteritcnoft#t the Rigour of it, ſhould obrain among 
us, there will be an D. breff 7on' of the [liberties of the people : If Zrowniſme 
= {ntroduced, there will be a riſing up G2 rebellion of the people againit the 
Authority of Cheſt 'conferted Uh Church: Officers. Whether the Uppreſſion 
of Church Gnid.s, of Ardrifolrof Church-Members, be the greater E- 
VI," hall not Cneerrt af eſte to enquire. I beg that we'may keep the 
Kings High 'way, the way the Chrift- himſelf hath cajt bp fur us, and 
that ou: worthy Pridetef}s have traveled in before us: the way that 
hath beer Stated, ndtih rieprivare models of ſome fancy full and conceit- 
xd 7:7, but in, the ig 6m Chrerch Diſcipline ( O that it were more 
P _y ceeivedind Arps re the writings: of our Ableſt ahd 
Mt ju front” Ditmter: | £ Wire ſi -tardlev ading of theſe things is from 
the PIForm Acdithlf bit AMR Word of God) and the Pilkmical writs 
1»ps of our B':ſſed\wortbiPE? PSrimen generally tpeak warily aid acen 
xatcly, when they have to'do With Adverſaries, anity knw they are hike ra 
anſwer and accoufit:with therh for every expreſſion thar falls trom them's 
whereas thoſervity hai in MBhccare apt totake more Liberty, pod are 
Þ nefihges JriVeg ty CER Well fo peace Yake to comply fa-iher then 
, Rota. Stole kris neces of State that Pliliicynns are forced to 
a Rab Atiathp.of bit incorveniencie, ! So thete are atfo 
CDurtb teceſſities, Whith Ft*r5 muſt concede unco for peace fake. I 
F wou'd much racher*jokfe Whitis the true Congres atl.n3/ way'in the jadgs 
pment pf ont Pivines from their writings, then by whac was practiſed by 
thom' m this 'dr' that Ccngregation, where they might be neceſſitated 
+0'giyEWway and comply ( and thatin Chriſtian pi ud-tice with reſpect to 
odct and tdiſication) to fuch Things as did not in every reſpect ſatisfie 
fhem There were Sons of Zerviah that were tos bard tor wiſe and uft and 
oly David( 2 Sam. 3.39.) And if he let them take their coarſe ſometimes, 
-nnd things went not ſo well in the Government on that account, It argues 
* Davids glire of peace and Davias neceſſity, not his judgement or Princs- 
Fez. In like manner it comes to paſs through the /#; 4dj;neſraud mag 
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of ſome pebple, that eannor he. contradicted in praftiſe Without Imzand of 
Pracg;or the weak: it's of ethers :who cannot bear, what iggveryway right) 
that muſt be teydr« 110d and & & dealt gently-with,thatChurch. Officers 
cannot ia-th2 courſe of aheir practile alwayes come up t0 their Prigcipleg, 
The #:1preparedneſs of this or thar people for a fill: Scriptural} , Reformatiy 
0 many times is 1 great Clap and Rea974 to pious Rulers and 44imFcrs 
that are vigorouſly purſuing it, 2 Chron.: 0. 33. Labour therefore to in- 
form your ſelves arig1t in this matter: and Confidey what: will be the ſad 
exd that will attcn4 and follow a Revole from the ,eſtabliſhed way of 
Church- Government im ng us. 3 | 
\ 8. Conſider wbat wull be the Latter -End of Cantempt vf, wearineſs under, 
ty Diſaffe tion th the Civil Government eftabliſhed among us, wheeher as a6 
tbe Conſtitution 07. A :minitration thereef, - When God hath ſo graciouſly 
ſettled us upon 10 go-d Foundation: - now to kick and ſpurn at our Corner 
Stones, to be given-to Change, & ready for tnnovatiossand Alterations is 
great lngyatitude toGod, and a very irreligious thing. For here { accord- 
mng to the Deſign ob0uc Founders, and tae Frame of things laid by them 9) * 
the [atereft of Righteoufrleſs in the Commory wealth, and Hultaels in-tbe 
Churches arc inſeparable. The proſperity of Church aad Conmon wealth 
are twiſted rogether.' +-Bresk 3ne Cord, you weaken and brezk the other 
alſo. .They are like Hippocrates his Gemelb, that do ridere ſwnul, & flere ſ6- 
anul. .They that are weary of, and diſaffected to this Gopcry neat that 
Gad hath eftabliſhd among us, and ſhall betray and give up the Civil In- 
tereſt of New-Enziand will have more to anſwer for then-they are aware 
of. Heis a mad min that will hope for the Continuance of que Spixity- 
al Liberties; If the Wall of our Civil Government be once broken down. 
Thoſe Brafts thit break down'the Hedge of our Civil Gevernmeng, do 
not d ſign, or do it me-r]y becauſe they are angry with the Hedge, but 
Þccauſethey.would break in and deveur all that is pyggcious and dear to us..: 
The change of our Goverament will inevitably introduce a ſ:4' change 
to our Church+s Todivide what God hath conjoyaed, 1iz, Ciyil and Ec- 
clc1aſtical Liberties, to deliver up Civil, and yet hope to keep: Spiritupl 
Liberties, is folly in its Exaltation, I look upon this as a lutle.madel df 
the Glorious King d»me of Chriſt on Earth. Chriſt Reigns among usja 
.the Common wealth as well as in the Church, and hath his glorious letc- 
reſt. igvolved and wrart up in the good of both Societies reſpectively. 
He that ſhall be Tee chercus and Ealte to the Civil Government , as heis 
Iyaious highly to the preſent ard ſuccecding Generations; So he is gugl- 
:ty of. High Treg.vn 2 gpad the vid Jeſus, and will be proceeded agaigſt 
| {#5 


, boy tive Tokg and be in botidage, when God will haveit ſo ; yet he cannot 
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WIredt and Trahtor tothe King of Kings, when he hill hold his great 


Aﬀzes at the'End of the wor!'d Andiit there be any ſuch /xdas 5 among vs 
@& have receivet their-Sop, and are guing forth to. betray, Jeive Chriſt ( [; 
micage the [tereſt of Chriſt cre among vs, with a kiſfſe , ſubdulous pre- 
tences of love end good affection, ar to force him if aged be jwith ſwords 
& faves? Le: t 10m know ctharth: y archaſtning their own & nine, & it had 
been better for them that thc y had never buen born, Ceitauily they that 
loag for « Chang, 01 that would not do all that may be done, with a g«i d 
Conference; to prevcat it, may haverime enough to repens their F. liy, 
1am no 4tates mas, nor Politician; Itisneither wy Protefion, nor Am- 
{bicion : nor dol love to Diſcourſe of things that 1 do not competcatly 
Graſp-end *"Comprehend. Therefore I ſhall only ſay turther: it hath 
been very ſag» Counſclehat hath been often given you; Keep to your 
P ATE NT. Your Potent was 8 Royal Gran indeed, befitung a Great 
Price to make, and that-which our Worthies thet are gune to reſt 
beve many a time bleiſcd God for: andit is inftrumentel!y your defcnce 
and ſecurity. Recede from that one way or other, and you will expoſe 
ne ſelves ( for ought I know ) to the Wrath of- God, and Rage of Man. 
ixc upon the Patent, and ſtand for the Liberties and Immnoitics confer- 
red upon you therein, and pou have God and the King with you, both a 
good Cauſe and « good Intereft, and may with good.Conſcience- ſet youe 
Foot againſt any Foot of Pride and Violence that ſhall. come againſt you. 
1 ſhall only adde, that my Hearts Deſireand Prayer is, that. the Erdters 
this Day mey uſe tbeir Priviledge well in chuſing mea fearing God, and 
guely Accowpliſhed for Gourrament, acquainted with the Worth &Glory 
.of the Interft of Chri@ among us in Church end Commun wealth; Aud 
'thitthe Elected may have zaipor B3n fuar, ſuirable and | ſcaſonable 
Help ard Grace to manage all affairs they are intrnftt d wnh to the Glory 
_ of God and good @ this Plantation : And tharthe People und: e ther 
" may be fo fat from wearineſs of and DiſaffeHion to the G. w 7nment, that 


- 


they may tharkfully enjoy the ſweet fruits of a good eFHag ftracy, and 
- that there may be a Covering or Defence upon all our Glory, | 

_ | 9. Coofider what will be the Latter End of an ino:d:1 nt eff ation 
of Liberty. 1 am farre from ſpeaking againit due cre to maincain our Li- 
erties. It is the property of Engliſh me , mach mor*- of Religious Fa- 
© Fliſk-mes, and ſhould be moſt of all of Refi; iu New Eng#ſh-mew io be 
"renecious and tender of their Liberties. Religion doth io exnoble ard 

; heighten the ſpivics ofmen, that « Chriſt;an, thovgh he'can be contant to 


wil- 


Countr xt. this dey 
> Tikes Y Unis dey about our Civ4l Libertics,; ithels 4 
| 7 LOG : \kJE4 and tholc (-in 


bees. tyhar youd 

: "at Y Re I 6 
w_— [5 do. Ont-cries for Liber 

x (upd ia the Faragf RAT Soom on HA eats cy 
; xperieaccd perſons: but 
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a Theatrical Gravity. Wikn:ywthaye pious Rulers, of whoſe Faithful 
,ſs you have haFexperic er; D@worealily Q.thcm;' - Verily none. 
26 more like' ro wreſt away you" thenien thoſe rhar make the' 
greateſt Owtcry for thi; When there is co uo greater Engine to 


embandaye and cnflavea people, pie;/'then ſuch cav/ie I, cries for Liberty. 

I would know them very'well that Fivould thuſt i Vine Caſe, In Fo 
ilar -$18te the grcht- dinghris df y Licentions Palins, Ongovernable Spi- 
CT reign und ene member rd $:yfor Hmerchy: 
dCo s vr tyla "Toithob{jr tn by em'a*Pargdox 
no fo0ps, yerſe td experierieed Frith; that nothing mekes'way omg for 
Tyrenny and Oppreſhon; ther! an aodve Aon of Liberty. This 
cernain'y genders unts Bondage {= ObeLibetticsare ſo ſweet and proc: 

ork, that.ts pity we ſho3l415k thirty by thedleſs ati 
. rings, -UneMrlkſu\arlsr6-Goh and Meh Who kievectn the Crodles®? m 

Reepetw#ty m; or ing ar a tbaJowInfth of the fubſtyace. 
| There ar: the ame Out-cries in Churches elts for "theit ren And 

God forbid dut that om'Biethren ſhould ehjoy {the reed br 

which Chriſk bark evnferred pon them.” © Buttake thved, ware 
ly 


Y 
bo 41m agree eſe! open poop 


ſhanefull lyangy eb] Ont 


Mavy of the 0359 68 hacil 
of the liberties of the-Church/rher iivake ſuch pebebe hed | pre 
Prethyterian *. furpation: and: Entrotebrurnr of thair patkfut; faithful Of- | 


fbeev;, rhar oppoſe thetti ia their! Gdyiynrentz; and: bike" theit Haikds eat = 
they cannot ati 00 ctr: @drprtiitſon from. J ritt, Bader 
"1 nnhmp dry Veen, arte 0-0. &, ind 


rvitede 
y* Ti & but that they may ra allthe poiver dy el 'o6 Hands 


and ineff L574 it my Aveo S—_ and ear the Church ay* in 
truth and reality be three of four Fallin yoo may. caliihem, -- 
if you pleaſe, Pre ey tabHier-rhent By! the Offices th - -- 
tht Holy Ghoft beth ide Offs Ven Rater Td1vis rio $ady way - 
whetcby our Brechienate provide for ther: -owrn Eiberttcs. Dd - 


but $p*n your cycs and look about you, andwerk 1finpny Church where 
the Authotky of the E'dit9js diſown:dandoppoſed, andiefimewheher 
it be not To iniderd®;; that afew ey. org and Loiywariozs Mien UCon- 

Honints, by Livs I et the Thrbides? Freburits thas vp. 
bY the Chaſe Auth ri tYpecives pretence*of wie Pelipies 
Tibeqty ) -do boid's ufvrp Act the Cbaycb power and 4 pe aud 
Sul hes Brethrea and their RIlers: ſo. *They myſt w.ok had that 4b 
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nec ſee this: Audjuſt itis that thoſe that will aot odey them in the Lord 
that bave the rule over them, ſhould be-thus.euſlavedo the imperious and 
macertaia Humours of theſe and thoſe uſurping Brethten. And it is to 
be fearcd, that many of our Brethren ( ſuch is their weakneſs, aud the 
power of prejudice ) will never come hambly and kindly to fubmitchem- 
ſelves in the Lo:d ro the Government af Jeſus Chtift in his Church, till 
they have becn foundly ſcratch'd with this »-Bramble- Government of toms 
aſpiring and domineering Brethren. But I beſeech you, Obſerve the uf 
chief of this praQtiſe, Wi is a ſtaple Principle of our ableft Congregativnal. 
men, that as therc is alibenty ang 1 p! e xppertaining tothe Brethren; 


 fathe Rule and Goon hnnn BY br bugs) is approptiated to the 
Elders by the appointment of Fete Now the Promiſe and Blef- 
{ing gocs with the loſticution.;So that _ the Elders are in cffeQ let by, 


and three or, four heady Brethren lead the Church and rule all: They are 

a /uch Adminiſtrauoss uader the wing and Tha y 0 Cn "Llef. 

; .which to a gracious heart is a nal con Abd .. Again the 

foud 'Our crp'of ſome dV: Liberty of Conſcience: that t T: may $57} i a 
praQtiſe whar they will in Religion. Thisig the Diewa mong mes, and 

$reat i; the ph the Libertines of this age. 1 remember juliag the 

f/pofate,thas malicioug,and. impl fon tian ob- 
ſerved chat the. © Pane page! ſpe1 

Cecurion 19. AN an ALT 


and faftce for being Mowed TIES 


He did for whileabftain from ſeverities againſt the 

.ceg all men to uſe what Religign they vajlt: Ao ry | 
bertgtem perditionis hermiſet, He gave gicp.) 9. 4:Rroy. | 
Sub iother anger on areas liberty SOTf he ag) 

men one. ſouncanic;a GE ous for: + Burremember, t 

85.y08 bave + walk i Fanh andOrdex of ghe Colpel;s 


lege gutter and peaceable lives in. all Godlineſs ang. Hoey ,y.00. 
euch liberty = Conſcicace as Paul. deiced under. vob 
3 Tina 6, 6: 2 Hetkg is allowed without majeſtatian go walk. 


and .fervelymyrith.-all good Coſcience, hath. libercy enough... \'Never' 


complain, when that i isy our condition, that you may, be 2s good as you 


will. Oh take heed ia all Societies, andin all Reſpets of an inordinats 


pn _ Aﬀecgionof Libertys.. Thy lates end of is will by Bondage 
4 


x0. Confider what willbe the latter exdof a4 Licestious T, oleratign of Fi | 


+ Opinions and Religions among us. I profeſs 1 am heartily for all duc mo- 
.H2z deration 
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deration. 1 rave a real compaſſion towards thee Tiifſemities of the riads 
; of m-n,the Ignorance, ard weakneſs, and Errours.of cheiruace! ting gig 
| xx well as the puFe 15 and och-r diftempers of theirs Wick ann Aﬀ Ciiozus. 
k kao'y many im: are very weak 1nditfudecious; nd want Ne aut 10+ 
Lick; and bave Cor bynun, a! hane Heart ( are. Ugaxg, ds the, Ap9- 
Poitle ſpeiks, Ron. 16.18. irapte an: "T0 it mean © mcen }YWat wink Cx 
put Regt jt;; m, a ju icious agd wel! regufare@ He . Many a man hath 
2 good Heart ard ARQions und er thg bad condut} ang jj! fteeridge of a 
very weak Head, Yea many ingepibogand ary pic ate yet very in- 
Jugicious, T am far from the.B: dardus' $pit t and Flumour &f hit 
kapit 2nd Robber Procruſ;s, that a5 ont Truelly ro cut ſhorter futh'ag 
were too fog, andftretch out thoſerhat were tos fhoct for his Bed! A 
tender confid. ration of the weaknely of ;men, 2n} dye modcration in this 
caſe is the Duty of thofe that cannor bat be conſcious to-themſelves' of 
their own infittmitſes, "Xerertfieleſs] mud :d le { ds Thave great reaſon} 
thar Jlepk uport an vhhounded Talerition as the firft born. of all fbomr- 
Hatifs.” TF-this ſhould be,oncs board and bot git Forth ainodg vs, you 
miy Gall it G4, and gtve the ſam? Reaſon that ſhe diJ'of the Name 
of ter S0n; Grn, 34.41. Bebold a Trorg cometh, even a Troop of all max, 
per of Abomingtlong, © This wobld be noconty to aprt) the #4 1cket, bue 
$0 fliipopta the great Gate for the rtafly Admiſſion and Rereption of all 
| able Fevefiev. - It is exceficntly determined by that Judicious and 
BleftYf Man, Mr. A\ortorr; © That Unity in *udgement is to be endeavor: 
' © red, berauſe Truth is one and indiviſible; yet ſome Difference touching 
*-the Tiuth mufl brendurgd, becauſe of the weakneſe of mn, Totolerate 
exery Thing, qnd to tolerate ndtbing, are both intolt-able. eA toleration 
© 3s not an.approbation. Thoſe Diftinthion; be tween mixtu res im Religion, 
** and Errourcin thoſe that profeſs the ſame Religion, berween Fundamtntals 
* and Non-Fundamentals, between Errours held-ſorth- by an Erroneous 
* Conſcience and « contumgeivus Will, between jer ſous peaceable in Iſrael; 
Sand Diſturbers of che State, betwe:n points that are clear, or orderly dei 
© 7ided with due time for convidion, aud fuch as are diſputable Brid of de 
Up ending diſquifition, being prudently ap; lied, may be of ſpetial uſe. Thus 
that excellent Man ia his cxcellent-Preface to his Treatiſe of the ſuferings 
of Chriſt. - a £2 : 
1 doubt nor-bu8 it is the duty of the Cir Aſarifirathto telerate-what is 
tolerable, and that ſome Errors are tclcrable q« t9 the practice of 'them:. For 
- the Conjcient ous perſ+ Git about them isnorimmedrately under the Al 
fiftrates Cornizitngee He gn nal oz Syd to folritts ay profetile maght 
Ww—_ . %] , . tor 
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ſbr the Errors of Conſcience that arc vo Wwny 'menifcſteds And yetns. 
Eirour is toler@bie inet y 10; Conſeietce jar, of bicailt it ts conſcienti-; | 
ouſly 1n1ntantd by the Eirgonrous prilun, ard ke cm tiuly lay rat be. be-* 
It: ves 44.404 Con.cience, Forth:na Cofſeiciiivus. Pabſt ur Sorinidn, 
or Lyakers the moſt. noiwitcrs Her Wice mn the N oild } my{t be connived, 
at 2::10-(uffered ; yea, #l.apzamey 01 1d4s:atry and {1uugfy mult betolgated in, 
ſ:»e pe, 088. The Tolerab.cxeſs therefore of a:Ftrour muſt be meaſured&e 
jrt.iged cither From the natures! the Errour it ſcif,or ſome other cixcumP an, 
ces, Sqetignendhe Erryyyc 18 not oncly. -xtrafunlamental, bur [p.wall and. 
inconſader eþie. ard the wyagner of bylcing 1s, icr.h ſo modsft 'and ,PCACc-: 
abie;; and fie Gondyign,oh ta Sgote ſuch, as ihat the Afygytretere), keg 
bis *word in the $egbbard, and 10 burt dong, ,, Herce that may be toleralyer 
ta one State, that is-not io another. Asit was well {aid.by a very worthy, 
perſon iathis.caſe ; A werker Body 92ght not,ts ſuffer that upon i felf,ugow. 
the account of Charity to Anutber that. a Stronger may. , No doubt butt. 
belongs to (the Zd.r34/trateto. judge what is tulerablein his Dentinians in 
this reſpectAndabe Eye of the C:vl Magiitrate ig tabs tothe ſeguring of 
the way of God that is duly«cltb'iſhzd. And. if ang where, this be the 
Concern and Duty of Rulers, Surcly it is maſt of all ſ.jn- New- England, 
which, is- origioally a- plantation not for Trade but. fax. Kel ight *. Peacs 
& Truth ( Heatkiahs mercies. lia 39:5. Nave been the great pveycics of this 
Countrey., Lole we Traub fot Datrine Worſbip:apd Order) and the 
delign of our Founders is ruined and we are an awdoes peiÞlc.:. So that it 
is 2 moſt w1regſonable andmportune T bing in thoſe that watharob us, thas 
geny our Churches to be true Cbhurcbes, that .anti-Chriſtianize our 41ags- 
ſtr ates, Minifhars, Churcherand Ondmnaaces, and muſt ho foin Faithful: 
neſtta apd pusſuance of their principles and. ppinions,, to demand orex/ 
pet a free Toleration.. They may as.meN ack liberty3o deſtroy ws. We 
may juſtly ſwoar,the peace againſt them (If I may Io ſpeak) -and ſay we & 
in fear, not of our Lives, but, ot our R:ligidus Liberties ard Frjoyments, 
dearer then our, Live:, becauſe of. .ſuch- men ;: qvd ſypplicate our Ayers 
that they my be bound fo Uzcir good .bebayizur,.., Bayndleſs Liberty will * 
xpoſc usto great danger, , Charity beg:n» at hyme.: nnd the Charity. of 
biftign begin at Chriit; I mean the Truths, W.fes, O*din mces, Nemg 
and Honaur of ſus Cþriſt.. We mult not be fo con. (ſiriate to. Soffmige * 
80a, Twi 1, Erryito perf ag a5.,60 Dog, ULITTETE orarkigg to 
tte greciocs liter} of Clryl wnorgus. Netwre tea cth a man [if Lye + 
gerwAat.ou? [Tres hn ba Ct £7 Nunn AL Sui att cthet ha ge® . 
Wikeepis Chit preſeratics; 1 moan, We preg, vation oft Tra 
t3 3 * IE: + 
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Ordinanees, aid latrreft of Chriſt. And I make n6 queſtion but ovr Lord 
Jeſus, that in'the great day of Accoant will recount and reward the kind- 
neſſes of his people to hinnelf ( in his members ) in that they gave him 
meat, when be wat hungry; Drink when he was thirſty ; took bem en, when 
be was a Stranger; clothed him, when be was naked; viſited him, when be 
was ſick or in priſen : Math. 25.34,35,36. will is like manncr remember 
and remunerate at that day the kindneſs and good affeRion of our pjous 
and faithful Rulers, in that they preſerved and ſeeured him-{ with reſpeR 
ro his Trath, Ordinances, Intexefts and Concernments of his Kiogdome) 
from the [#ſolaneies and Enchroachments of Erroncovus & unruly perſons. 
Aazdif it be ſaid, God'is to be truſted with the preſervation of his Truth. 
J] Anfwer, So he is to be truſted with the propagation of h& Trueh : Muſt 
Miniſters therefore gegleCt ropreach the Truth? or Magiſtrates to ſcethat 
the Truth be preachcd and propagatcd in their Dominiens, and devolve it 
wholly upon the immediate hard of Chriſt > God is to be truſted with the 
preſervation of thy Life : wilt thou not therefore in Caſe of Illneſs, blecd 
and vorgit, «and purge out the peccant and noxious humowrs? Gods 
ro be ruſted or the prefervation' of thy Corn in the Field, when itis 
growing op: wilt thou not therefore weed thy Corn, aud take away what 

difenls, xbd himdet®' the thriving of it? If tbe replied ; But this is no 
meags of ' God's' Appaintment, Magiftrates brve nothing+o do with 
matters of ReJigion, ro interpoſe and exerciſe their eocrcive power in and 
abott the things of God. I Anſwer. This is a mecr begging of the Que- 
Hion, ant wasnever yet proved. | But I muſt not diſpute or further expa- 
tizte here. T ſhall only fay for an Iſſuc of this point, that Apoſtacy is the 
great Crime" that many of you brand yourMagiſtrates and Minifters with, 
What wagthe jiidgement god prattilc of our firſt Worthies in this met- 
teris ſoffigiently kkown. | Let the world then judge-whoare the Apoſtates 
in this Cafe, Thofe that are for,or thoſe that are againſt a Licentions bound- 

Jeſs Toleritron. : | 
' IT. Confiter what wit be the Latter End of the neglet# of the' Encoltr age- 
went: and Aﬀdrancem.ng of, Learning nmong ur. It is the Obſervation of 
Wiſe men, and indeed a general, fad Complaint, that the Schools languiſhy 
and arcin Flow Condition in the Countrey. And what the end of this 
will be, who cannot apprehend? Though there are doubtiefs many Rex 

ſons of the languiſking of Schools; Yet | am very apt to think wiat the 

bottom of all is the want of due Encouragemeas to Scholars whep they ere 
comecto maturity, and fitted for ſervice in the Churches. If there be no 
conſiderable encouragement, when Scholars are bred up, par. oe 

. ac 
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heve no heart to breed their children to Eearning. Rich meg will ogy, 
Decauſe they have better wayes before them to provide for the comforta- 
ble ſubſiſtence of their Ehildren: and perſons of a mcanecr condition can» 
got, or at leaſt are diſcouraged from expending all they can upen their 
Childiens Education, becauſe when that is done, and they are ready for 
ſervice, there is no Exconr agement, through the Slenderweſs and ſhort- 
eſs of the. Miniſters maintenance in moſt places in the Countrey. 1 have 
rothing tooffer by way of Advice. I would be loath to bear too hard ia 
this Cafe upon the people, that are generally poor and low caougb, Bur 
I] would Humbly :ender it to the Conſideration of the Honourable Conrt, 
that ſo farre as may be withqur. Tajury to the people, there may be due 
proviſion made in all places. Jeſus Chnft -will take it kiadly at your 
Hands: For it is one of his ey7eat Concernments in this Chr:iftian Common- . 
wealth, Not that i ſpeak in reſpe of want.”* 1 am the Freer to ſpeak 
this, bec1ult it isnot my own Concern, - Through the Goodaeſriof Gog 
and the kindneſ; of « good people, and their profeſſed SubjeGion to the: Gop 
pel of Chriſt, 1 have a comfortable Subſiſtence ; which | defire toacknow- 
tedge With all Tha+kfwlneſs, ' But I cagnotburſympatbize with, and com- 
#Miſevate the C ondition of many others, their Family Straits,: and Diffi- 
culcics,. and the many diſcouragemedvets they labour under. And itis@ 
matter of ſorrowful and ſad-Reſenement with me;. that the Nurſeries of 
Priety& Learning, & tberal Education ſhould -languith & dye away,as they 
do,{in my Apprehenfſion ) on this account. If chis were well confidered ard 
provided for, I doube gor but our Schogls. wou'd revive & Ruriſh apais. 
You have done wel for the New-Colledge: T barthy by to Gud as Paul fpeaks 
ina Paraltet-Cifſe.. '2Cor.s.15.) for his unſpcak; ble Gift. Now therefore 
perform the doidlg of it, that, 2s there was a readincfs to will, ſo thete 
may bs & performance allo out of that which you have. 2 Cwr.# 11. You 
have done very well for the R:y re41 Preſident, I beſcech that the Fel- 
Jows may be remembred.alſo: that chere may be a competent, comforts- 
bic, and certain allowance made for ticir Excourazement, who azc, next 
' to the Preſid:nt, the Props and Fillars of rbat. Seciety, and haves cereful 
8nJ Laborious Lyfe of it. Think not thai tile Common Wealth of Lecrning 
may languiſh : and yet our Civil and? il: {7 zticnl State be maintaincdio 
good plight and Condition. The witJ.m: ab Forchght and Care for fu- 
ture Timcs ef our firft Leaders w 4 1n nothing more co::ſpicuous ar d admi- 
rable then in the planting of thit Nurſery: and Nr © ns Land-ig erjeyig 
the ſweet fruitefit. It be comes a't out Feicttut and Worthy Patrias 
that cre:d ig pheir ſteps, to water what thzy have planted, to ſoperſtivet * 
%Y 
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omrthei: Fonndations to ſi:pport and cheriſh and go forward with what 


they have b.gun, and to cur; ton to precter prefecrions Otherwiſe whe 
ſees not wizat Ignorance, aud Rudenels, and Bartariſm. will conic in like 
a bloudupon us? Where tierce is a contempt or neglect of Learning 
tberc is « degeneracy from the Primitive Spirit and Wey, as you call it. 
' Ia, Laſt y, Confider wiat wil bc the Later End of that great negiz(t of 
the Riſing Generation among us. The Wordin my Text, which is tran- 
Aaccdi Lat er End. f Acharith'} s ſometimes readred poſterity : as Pſa). 
199 13. Let | Achariths] bis Poſerity be cut ff. Itisthevery ſame 
wer®Owith that iu the Text, which is rendred Latter End. And it would 
be happy if we could be wiſe ts underſtand thitgto conſider Poſterity. We 
make very ſolemn Complaints to God, ard one to Another of the Dege- 
mecracie of the Riſing Generation. Btt aic not we: to blame? Do wenot 
gievouſlyneglett them? fo.iakkeut them, to cheriſh. and promote auy 
good\ia-them, to go before them withe gractour Example, to-watch oyer 
8bem-according to the mind of Chriſt? we teach them, ( 1am afraid) by 
our Exampl:s to ſlcight Hegiftrates, to reproach and vlify Aﬀiniers, 
to bt proud, and weridiy, 8nd Fe{tions, and Coptentious : as if we meaut to 
Jeave Contention foruedubicritance tacur Childgen, and te prov;de for the 
Ferpetuation okour Brabblet and: Nwſuons to: ſucrreding Generations, As 
"of men were fo much ip lave:with Conte txtjouyethat. it, were n9t; enough 
for thera to content while.they live, butttbey bad a mind to do it when 
4bey are dead+: I mean ro tranfamt and make over theirSwites. and: Varian- 
cond Emwabions, and W raths, and Diviſiess,and petty.Enmitics to 
. after Aget ;, Audfſate contend and. quarrel; itt reſpeck of the; vertuc and 
Avpfluence of thexr Exemple;eotheend of phe- World. .- Bbt. alas 1: VEhet 
-$60d do we. do them 5; Our Ghildren are liu'e behalden to: ns,  Weown 
«them Cy far as te baptize them : But then Fare ye well, Children, wehaye 
Nothing more to do with you. This is (aSa wile Man ſaid ingegiouſl y) 


| Jnit 65 you are wont to Brand you Caticl, and then turn them into $be wood?: 


: Oras the Popiſh Pric Rs in tbe Indies arive ſcores of Indians $0.35 -W apt, 
| 8&xd Battize them, and ſet down ſo many for Chriſtian Ganverts they have 
« made, and then let chem t1n wild into the W ocds again, to. their old Pa- 
: Fan-courſes. I fear Godis angty With us on this account, Certainly ſome- 


thing ſhould be doge, IF we are not agrecd in all patticulars,. as, to. the 


way aud manner and other circumftances : yet Jet us praiſe ſo far;'as we 
- hayeattaincd ; avd Faſt and Pray, and Copfult the Sqriptures, and dil 


- Courſe out things in a Brotherly way ( without Heats ard Aniaofitics ) 


« and wait upon God fer the further and tujler Diſcover y of; bis mind to 
| an 


———— 
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12nd be willing that Truth ſhould be Trutb, how contrary ſoever to any of 
our apprehenficas. Sadit is to conſider how many poor Chilges have. 
their Svuls overgrown with ]georance, Atherſm,Secartty, and Prophaniſty 
and arc goirg to Dejiru@1cn without controll, whileſt we are contending 
aLd quarieling about tlele things. Ob cinder ( with bowels of Aﬀg- 
Etivn and Compaſſicn ) tow ſad the latter end of our ſhameful neghe® of 
Foſjterity with be, "I 
*» Ihus ( cnuured and Beloved in our Lord ) Let us be perſwaded in thy 
our dw) wiOLlider What will be the latter end of cur ſaful and unſutaeble 
Legor ments bifore the Lord: ard be fureto mike a right Judgement of 
it. * 1o that purpoſe take theſe DireCtions. | 
; 1. Conſuit and credit Scripture-Teſtimony in this matter. Thegood 
VV ord ot God informs you what the e#d of theſc and thoſe wayes will be, 
and 15 able 10 make you wiſe in this reſpect, if you liften to it. The Scrr- 
Pture tells us, that the ed of falſe Teachers will be according to their worky, 
2 Cor. 11.15. Aud of thoſe that blindly follow them to fall tnto the Ditch .. 
( or Pit of Leftruction ) withebem, Mat. ! 5.14 that the end of Worldly- = 
1mindeducſs will be DeſtruQion, Phil. 3.19. the end of Back: ſliamng and A h 
fta:y will be the loſs of Gods Fawour, and Perdition, Heb. 10. 38, 39. The 7 
cna of «nfr:tfulneſs will be to be cut aown, Luk. 1 ;. 7, g. and burned, Heb. 
6. 8. That the latter end, and wages of ſm ( one word in the Hebrew fig- 
nifies both end and wayes ) wilb: Death, Rom; 6.21. The cad of the © 
waycs of ſin depends upon the'conſtitution of Godin tis Law and Cove- 
nant, and the fanQion thereof : and the Scripture acquaints vs faithfully 
 wichir. If you would underſtand the end of man, you muſt go into the 
SanGuary, Pſal.93.17. To hear Gods Counſel and Inſtruction in the Scri- 
pture is the way to be wiſe in and about your latter end, Prov. 49. 20. 
Make Gods Teſtimonies the men of your comrſel ( as David. plraſeth it, 
Pfaf.” i t 9.22 4. ) in thir matter. P27 #21 t2) erl 
| 2. Conſult mſtr:iting Examples and Exper:ences in order to avight 'Un- 
aerſtanding of the Inter end of zour wayes. The Sctipinre furniſherh yep 
ricdly with conſiderable inftances. The way” of nh Security, 
Negle of Gods Worſhip, Degeneracy of the Childten of the Charch, 
and corrupting their way ruined the old World, The way of Uncleao- 
nefs and of unnatural Luſts ruined Sodom and Gomorrah, the Cities which 
God overthrew and repented not. The way of Perſecution ard O_ 
ſion of the Church ef God ruined PÞaracb and his Co-partners' and Fol- 
loie.s. The way of Rebellion againſt Civil and Ercſefiaftical Auths: 
tity ruined Korab and his Company ; when they weretoo hard ay —— - 
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*8: Heron(beiag Princes of the Aſſembly, Men of Renown-and Famous 
ny Parttinn took them into his own bands, and: 
yed them in a ſtupendous and dreadful manner. Contempt and ill. 
peof the Lords Meſſengers, and [doJatrous practiſes ruined.the State. 
of Fra ard {edeb. ''Contempet.oÞ our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his Meſ- 


finger and puttiogi*way the Goſpel, brought unparalleld Calamitics 


upon the Iews. Nay call to mind all your ownexperiences. Have you 
not known orheard of theſe and tho ic Profeſſors abroad, that in the time 
of -theirlibeery and profp-rity.- were wanton, proud, worldly,  deſpiſers 
of Gods Miniſters, coorentious and quarrelſome? And do you not 
| on theead of it? ſuch Examples ere inſtructiog, and for our Admo- 
tion. | 
z.: Confideywiſely the natural Tendency of the wayes themſelves. Some 
wayes df ſindo in a way of. Phy fical efficiency, directly and in their own 
natural Tendency lead to miſcry and ruiac: as Intzemperance to the De- 
ficyQion of Health and Life; Prodzzality to. Poverty and Miſery, that 


 itcomegon lik: an Armed man, violently and irreaftably; And fo laleneſs 


end Negl:( of a mans Calling and Bufineſs naturally works. thac war, 
and* hath the like  iſſuc. So Diviſions among a people lead the 
way to ruine>- It is a proverbial expreſſion of our Saviour,, « Kingdome - 
divided againſt it ſelf will not fand. . So any Common-wealth, where the 
Teadersand People are divided, avy Church or Churches divided, avy 
Societics divided; they wuſt fall, cannot ſtand: Not only Beeau'e 
\God is abgry with them, but alſo from the nature of the thing it ſelf. 
Diviſions pull dow Societies, open a Door and makea Gap for Adver- 
aries and Oppreſlors to break in at, that are watching all Advantages. 
En quo Diſcerdia Cives Perducit Mitieros | The fall of Schools and cen- 
tempt of Learning will make way for Rudeneſs, Ignorance, Want of able 
Inftruments to manage Church and State Aﬀairs, Irreligion and Ryine. 
to this poor Country, This or that miſerable Event and F:ag lies in the 
Womb of theſe and thoſe wayes, Some waycs of ſin naturally breed, 
arc amt, and will in time travel with, and bring forth this or that 
wotuliflue., Oh ead your End in Jour way. You may do it certainly 
h ſome alles As there are £0 Hue fuTrfid?, Hib.6.g. things that 
accompany alvation, and have a coherence with it, So there are alſo 
$0 4112 Z7FaAuds Things that have connexion with DeſtruQton, not 


—_ y in reſpeQ of che poſitive conſtitution of God, but alſo 'in regard of 


4he Natureand Frame of the things themſelves : The due con{ideration 
hergo! may be of greatule ip yeur paiſing a Jrdgement upon the cnd 


of your waycs.. 4 3L 
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'.: 4. Beg of God to wake Jou wiſe in this matter, and to'five Jou under aud. 
ing and conſidering bearts, God only hath a perfect and infallible know- 
ledge of events, and of the latter end of things. It is his Prerogative 
Royal which he «aſſumes to himſelf as his own peculiar, Iſai. 41. 22, FE 
Oh therefore reſt not in your own Gueſſes and ConjcCturcs, and weak ap: 
' Prehenſions, but Addreſs _ ſclves humbly to the God of Wiſdorge 
Knowledge (who gives liberally to ſuch as ask him ) for this underRtghi 

ing and judicious conſ:deration, that you may be able to make a true 
judgement of your Latter £nd, The Lord faith in the Text: Ob that 
gbey were wiſe, that they unaer food this, that they would conſider thiir latter 
£nd, Now the beſt Reply and Return that can be made ts it, is, O Lord 

that we were ſo wiſe indeed! Doſt thou wiſh it forus? So do we thr 
rhy Grace wifh it for our ſelves. But they alone art able to make vs wiſe 
and thou giveſt wildome and grace with a librral band and upbrgideſt nor, 
O make us wi'c indeed inthis matter, and help us to an underſtanding, 
ſerious conſideration of our Latter end, Da quad jubes ; Give us that 
Wiſdome, and Underftanding-Confideration thou requireft of us. Let 
thy Word be Operative to Work it, as well as Operative to wiſh it in us. 
And now (mucb Honoured and Beloved) Let metell you plainly, that - 
the great ſenſe | have of the Diſpicaſire #f Gol againſt vs, and the fad 
Appreben ſin, and eAbuding of approaching calamities, unleſs ſpeedy R & 
periance and Reforms:ion of our wayes obviate and intercept them, hath 
opened my mouth ts you in this manner. God is certainly angry: with 
Nw Eng/a#d, Thence many wiſe men arc infatuated, many .good 
men arc become perverſe and froward, Counſels carried headiong, all man- 
ncr of good almult obitruQed in all Socicties, our Chariot Wheel: aze tg- 
ken off, ws &1#r6 heavily along, (carſe any thing goes forward asit wes 
wont todo among us. Avitno longer the Light, but gow che «ark, aud 
black fide of the Cloud were trrng i towards us, and the Lord were calling 
ſoch a dreadful 1u0k upon vs, as ke d d upon the Egyptians in the morning 
watch when he troubled them. Fxod.14.2c,24. And which is worſt of 
all, there is no &; pcarance of any Help or Remecy. Ob the Depth 
of the Counſel, au the 1 j/caty of ihe D. crer of God) When miſery is de- 
termined, nothing ſhall intervene or ſtand in the way to kinder it, Verily, 
unleſs the |.ord help us co Confider our wayes and repent and ren tg 
him, from whom we have deeply revolzed, and recover our ſtarding under 
the wentcd 1» fiucnces of his Favouriand pleatont Beauty that bath been 
upon us, we may certainly look for faq Times. V\ hat ſhould 1 fay then? 
But, Rejoice Oh you Adverſarics of the Corſe an? 1.14reft of Teſs Chrift, 
d 2 of 
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of the Liberties 4nd ſweet Eajoyments of:the people of God in New- Eug- 


land. We are doing your work for you ; we are putting a Staff in your 
Hands cyen the Indignation of the Lord ( Iſ74. 70.5. ) which is kindle 
againſt us by our ſins: We are making God our Enemy.,er Defence ang 

0) is departing from us, that ſtrong hetge of Protzctiag Providence 
that bath been about us is breaking down,we arc. puliing up the Stokes 
Gf it with eur own Hands, and laying our ſclves open to your Inrodes and 
Tncurſions. The day of £doms Sous, who would not only deface the brat 
ty, break down th: ba t/ements and uncover the Roof of our $.0n: but raſc 
our Ieruſalem to the ground; even your day, which you have looked for, 
plotted for, longed for, is now coming apace, wherein you ſal mork at 
our Sabba:hs, break down the carued work cfour Sanduaryroar in the 
milf? of cur Congregations, ſpread out yer Haas; wn al our pleaſant 
#bings, and ſay, AVv8, thus wculd rae Dave it, Yet ,equnce uct acai us, Os 
bur enemies; For wheis we jail, we foal evift;, end when we (5 5 Davi- 
weſt, the Lord ſhall le a Light untows. And wen he ſpa have pe ſrmed 
bir whole work upon our eHount Sion and Irruſulem, He will ariſ', ane 
#wake to our judgement, and plead ow Cavjc, and puziſhthe Fruit oi ity 
Fopt beart of Adverſaries. EE 
- "But Oh you dear People of Godin New- England, however affcCtcd oz 
engaged, Hear, and give car unto the W-ord of the Lord, and be not 
Proud: Give Glory tothe Lord your God ( by Confeſſion, Humiliation, 
Repencance a:'d Reformation ) before he cauſe Darkneſs, and your Fect 
ve upon the dark Mountains, Jerem.13.15, 16. So Conſider with 


Full Depertments before the Lord, as to put an end to your way of ſin, and 
#tion, and to return tothe God of your Mercies whom you bave forſa- 
en; and the Rock of your Salvation, whow you baye too lightly efteeme d, 
hare remembred not ber Laſt End, theref- e ſlit came down wonderful; 
and bad no comforter, Lam.1,9. Not conſidering aright the Latter / id 
of your Ways will bring you down,though you had ſet your Neft amon 
the Star7; bur the duc conſtderation of it will be the way to wondetf#! 
Exahtation. | EY 
| Tamnotwithont ſome Hopcs (though many of your wiſe and faith: 
ful Minifters and \atchmen arc almoſt weary and hopeleſs ) that meri 
of all parties { that are truely pious and ſerious) will at laft conſider an 
reforrs what is ami-s, 28d accept we!l what hath been ſpoken by way 9 
Reprehcniion and Acmpnition. . And indeed 1ewould be ſad with i's 
if our piracs ſhov!d be Like thoſe which the Hiliorian complains of, £4 


ade: ſtanding and Judgement wht is /ik- to be the Latter end of your ſin - 
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cannot bear the jo of | on aDies 
Iiciter egrotare, and may conclude MG; 
the' Death and Didolutiao, ;in. the. Lo: and dele; 
choſe Enjoyments that arc | to uS.; 1, 11 But ated pen: 
Hearint Ears, and obedient -Heart:, that you dn/ider and Repent, Bi | 
tury tothe Lord your Ged: then will he be wich you, a: be bath been a. | 
your Fatbers and Predeceſſors (thoſe Worthiegof the Lord that are now 4 
at re}, whoſe Mcmary is bleſſed and whoſe Names (ſhall be had i ever- | 
lafting remembrance) andno Weapon that is formed againſt} you Fol pro- 
ſper. Whether there ſhall be fecret Plottings, or opcn Aſſaulting and 
Running yu your Civil and Sacred Libertics; God will either defeat __ 
the Counſets and fraſtrate the Attempts-and Hopes of Adverſaries; Or _-» | 
turn all that may befal you in s way of Aﬀfiicioo to your fingular —_ by | 
the great Furthcrance = Goſpel, and Advantage rt G | 
zeceſt of Chriſt amongus #, 4 
Humbling and Sorrowſul times may come upon you: Bur the Lords © % 4; 
deſign in humbling anFÞroviag you will be that he may do you good at. _ | 
your Latter End: ough the Earth ſbould tremble and rel to and fro, «| 
tbe Sea roa”, the Adountams be ca tits the of the Se8, and there beg. ; * 
Daz of Gloomineſs and thick, D grhef? coming upon the Reformed Chur- | | 
hs. and there ſhould be a Day of trouble and Treading down, and Par- F 
plexity m this Valley of Y:ſion: yet | have Commiſſon ho the Lord to ſay, _ , 
It fol be wel with the Rigateous,. [[ai.z 10. Ob faith Baidam ( when flo, 'F 
lightaed) Let me dye the Deaih of the Ryg 6teouz and let leſt, © 
6d... bs. . like bus, Nombers 23:16 the "Pires 1 
(ſaith David) and beh-ld the Upright : for the end of that Man is 
Peace. Vert, werily (auth our Saviour to his Diſciples, lobn 16. 28. Tow + | 
ſhall weep ana lament, but the Worid ſhalt rejoite: and ye ſhall be ns 6 2 
but your ſorrow jhall be rang mte joy All the Sorrows, and m7 fr ——_ EY 
and Suffcrisgs of the Pe: ple of Gockflrwillſcn4 io jay. They 
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be the happineſs of the Chiluren of ©od to receive ttieir Good'T kings wy 


lat, Luck. 16.4 5. - 
Whatever Dayes may come uporra ſinful ard ſecnre World thi lies. x F 


in wickednels, or upon a ſm brixg, S!othful, Iicentions Generation of Pringo, © 
fefſors ;  yet.u uLandauberdly go well with tbe humble, waking, fairhs...* £ 
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ts of God, crept recover yr me to the perſon, n | 
wayes of Jeſus Chriſt, and walk 
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= having 2 Get ſcuſe of the Sufferings of Gods people 
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